“With the U.S. Ambassador’s Good Wishes”
Article in left-of-center Le Soir (1/21)(circ. 92,700)

“An American wind was blowing in Mons and in the Hainaut province yesterday
morning. Elio Di Rupo and Claude Durieux confirmed this on the occasion of a
pleasant informal visit by Howard Gutman, the new U.S. Ambassador to Belgium.
The province of Hainaut is to some extent America’s little brother since it
welcomes U.S. businesses: Caterpillar (in Gosselies since 45 years,) Johnson (in
Courcelles since two years,) but also Google near Mons since 2007 and Microsoft
for one year.
“Having business focusing on new technologies in our province is a major asset in
the eyes of the new Ambassador. ‘Google and Microsoft will attract others,’ said
the Ambassador who is discovering how Mons and the Hainaut province
experience reconversions that are similar to those of Boston, Philadelphia, and
Virginia.
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“Howard Gutman also met with Elio Di Rupo to discuss climate, the international
financial situation, Afghanistan, and Guantanamo. ‘The new U.S. Administration
is a big hope for the entire world,’ Di Rupo said. ‘Each country, including
Belgium, must help him, because your success will also be ours,’ he added, before
offering the Ambassador a book on the city of Mons as well as a dragon in crystal.
“After that, Ambassador Gutman visited the city, like his fellow Americans
working at SHAPE can do four times a year, being invited by the alderman for
economic development. The Ambassador also met with Governor Claude Durieux,
with whom he discussed the good relations – including on the security field – with
SHAPE and the base in Chièvres.
“’U.S. presence in the Walloon Region accounts for 25 percent of global
investments, half of which in Hainaut,’ Jean-Pierre Marcelle, from the Walloon
Export Agency Awex underlined. ‘The U.S. is the largest foreign employer in the
Walloon Region,’ he added.”

