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Glossary of Terms
Open Call

A mechanism to engage third parties into the project through an open access competition

Pilot

Real life validation of the developed technologies and business concepts

Third Party

An organization receiving funding from the bIoTope Open Call
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Executive Summary
This deliverable describes the basic process for publishing and evaluating open calls in bIoTope project. It
further describes the negotiation process and finalization of the contracts. During the open call planning
period, the bIoTope project consortium realized the need for two open calls instead of one, due to the status
of the pilot implementations. This resulted in the initiation of an amendment to the contract, and the decision
to reduce the scope of open call 1, and organize a second open call in January 2018. The total amount of
cascade funds allocated for the open calls remains in total at the original 750,000 euros, divided into the two
calls as follows: Call 1 for 378,300 euros, and Call 2 for 371,700 euros.
The open call 1 was targeted to support the implementation of the four bIoTope use cases for the proof of
concept validation, as well as for use case extension and broader stakeholder engagement. The call was
divided into these five separate calls with very specific objectives and competence profiles. With this, the
consortium did not expect large amounts of proposals, but rather fewer number of targeted and focused
proposals with deep contextual knowledge.
The calls were published on May 22, 2017 for the duration of three months. The methodology for open calls
followed the guidelines set by the European Commission, and the benchmarked best practices from earlier
Future Internet open calls. The eligibility criteria, standard contracts and evaluation procedures followed the
previously validated methodologies that ensure efficient and transparent procedure. The calls were
published on FS6 platform and bIoTope project web page. The calls were actively marketed through all
bIoTope communication and dissemination activities, as well as through individual partners own channels
and targeted events.
The proposers were supported by a set of supporting materials that is made available for them through the
websites. The materials included proposers’ templates, Frequently Asked Questions, detailed descriptions of
the pilots and technical requirements, budget frame, reporting templates as well as rules and responsibilities
for each party, stipulated in standard contract template for the participants. The proposers also had the
opportunity to email questions to the call organizers.
The calls were managed by Aalto University, which was also the contracting party for all calls. Aalto University
invited eight evaluators for the calls, including external independent parties, subject matter experts and
representatives of the use cases. The evaluation was done individually, following standardised criteria. The
individual scores were then compiled, and the highest scoring parties invited for negotiations. The call
received 131 proposals overall, and 5 companies were invited for negotiations in the three cities.
The negotiation phase in October 2017 mainly focused on clarifying the expectations, schedules and
deliverables. Each third party had their own customized schedules for producing deliverables, and receiving
consequent payments. The effort and deliverables were to be reported using a standardized template in the
agreed schedule, and upon approval of the deliverables and the costs, the agreed percentage of the funds
would be released for the third party. Another major item in the negotiation was the parties’ background
that was not to be shared with the consortium parties.
The contracts were signed in November 2017 and the results published through bIoTope website and FS6
platform. All parties were individually informed of the call results and their evaluation score. The new parties
were welcomed to bIoTope consortium and introductions to the project, as well as reporting and
communication processes and templates were given as a part of partner onboarding.
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1. Introduction
The overall objective of the bIoTope project is to strengthen and accelerate innovation and impact creation
capacities for European companies and public agencies. The Open Calls will increase impact and evidence
base for the selected use cases. Open Calls also complement the bIoTope use cases with capabilities and
innovations for proof of concept validation. The bIoTope project organizes two open calls instead the
originally planned one call due to changed schedule and increased scope of the pilots. This report covers the
publication, evaluation and negotiation of Open Call 1. This call took place May 22-August 22, 2017. The call
was published through FS6 platform, and promoted widely through various channels. The call was considered
to achieve its’ objectives in terms of reach and a number of proposals. Each use case was able to find suitable
candidates for the delivery of the needed services, and further created increased awareness and publicity for
the bIoTope project both locally and Europe-wide.
The Call 1 attracted 131 proposals, out of which the consortium contracted in total 5 organizations:
Goodplaned (Belgium), Data Things (France), SignERA (France), Hydrasol (France) and Parking Energy
(Finland), for the value of 378,300 euros. Goodplanet complemented Brussels’ Safe school journey use case
with consulting and coordination services. Data Things provided data infrastructure and diagnostics for the
Lyon Bottlebank collection optimization case, whereas SignERA shared the work for reporting and data
analytics. Hydrasol focused on smart sensor delivery and data management for the Lyon Heatwave mitigation
case. Parking Energy provided data and interface design for the development of Helsinki Use Case IoTBnB for
electric vehicle charging case.
The following chapters will describe and critically analyse each phase of the Open Call process with an
objective to share best practices and learn from the process for the Open Call 2 and other H2020 projects in
the future. The annexes to the document include the public report on the open calls, European Commission
rules for cascade funding, as well as the standard open call template.
The bIoTope open calls are organized under WP7: Open Call Management and Support, led by Aalto
University. Task T7.1 Open Call Methodology, Management and Support (M1-M36) defined standardized
methodology for open call implementations. Task 7.2 Open Call Publication, Evaluation and Negotiation
(M17-M36) report on the mentioned procedures for Open Call 1. At the time of the deliverable, the bIoTope
project has an open amendment for the definition of the Open Call 2 under preparation. The amended
contract will most likely include an additional Deliverable (D7.3) for Open Call 2 publication, evaluation and
negotiation.

2. Open Call Publication
Open calls were open for all proposers that fulfilled the eligibility criteria for European Commission funding.
The third parties could apply only as a single organization, not as a consortium, however, the proposers were
free to use subcontracting for additional competences.
The requirements for the call content were collected from the use case owners with standard templates in a
structured process. bIoTope project management team had open calls as a regular agenda item for monthly
calls from the beginning of the project. As the final needs and detailed requirements for the open calls began
to be clear in January 2017, more detailed planning was kicked off. The list of activities was detailed for each
city during the call preparation period, along with clear criteria for third party categories and criteria for
awarding the funds. This involved calls with the pilot owners in Helsinki, Brussels and Lyon, and the open call
administrator, Aalto University. The calls were discussed in detail during bIoTope general assembly and
project meeting in Brussels in March 2017.
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The types of activities supported were the following:
1. Development, manufacturing, installation, and support of hardware needed for the proof-ofconcept(s);
2. Development, installation, and support of software needed for the proof-of-concept(s);
3. Marketing and dissemination related to the Project in general, and to the proof-of-concept(s) in
particular;
4. Complementary research activities.
The open calls were published through F6S platform https://www.f6s.com/The related documents include
the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Introduction, purpose and objectives, special requirements (use of specific technology)
Available finance (own funds? Optimal size for a single project?)
Eligibility (FAQ to support, follow EC funding rules)
Evaluation process (transparent description)
Templates for proposals (a lot like H2020 templates)
Timeline (both the call and duration of project)
Contractual terms (in line with H2020 grant agreement)
KPIs (evaluation criteria for proposals)
Review and Reimbursement of Delivered Results
Call contents (as specific as possible)
Submission instructions (channel, supporting documents, consortium vs. individual,...)
Points of contact
FAQ (separate website)

The calls for tenders was published on May 22nd, 2017 at FS6 platform, as well as bIoTope and partner
websites. The call was widely disseminated through all project partners, and coordinated by Aalto University.
Communication activities included newsletters, public information campaign, alliances with national funding
agencies and other on-going projects, and project website and events, both on European and national level.

3. Proposal Evaluation
Proposal evaluation was done in a centralized manner in collaboration with all pilot sites (to increase
consistency and transparency in the process). Cross-pilot evaluations and two external experts were used to
assess the proposals and decide on the most feasible and innovative solutions. Incoming submissions were
checked for formal criteria such as the completeness of the submitted documents and the eligibility of the
proposers. Three evaluators then evaluate each proposal that has passed the formal check. The evaluators
signed a declaration of confidentiality and a non-conflict declaration concerning the contents and
beneficiaries of the proposals they read, all these as part of the contract for expert services.
The evaluation criteria and the scoring scale used are aligned with H2020 Programme. The ranking of selected
projects were created assessing:
1. Soundness of service concept, innovation;
2. Impact including industrial relevance and business strategy;
3. Implementation of the work plan;
4. Effective and justified deployment of resources, cost-benefit ratio.
Each criterion carried a score ranging from 0 to 5. So, the scoring scale remains the same as usual for H2020
(and also the fact that half marks can be given):
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0: The proposal fails to address the criterion under examination or cannot be judged due to missing or
incomplete information
1: (Poor): The criterion is addressed in an inadequate manner, or there are serious inherent weaknesses
2: (Fair): While the proposal broadly addresses the criterion, there are significant weaknesses;
3: (Good) The proposal addresses the criterion well, although improvements would be necessary
4: (Very good): The proposal addresses the criterion very well, although certain improvements are still
possible;
5: (Excellent): The proposal successfully addresses all relevant aspects of the criterion in question. Any
shortcomings are minor.
There was a threshold score of 3 that applied to all criteria. The first criterion had a weight of 2, while the
second had an equal weight of 3. The remaining criteria (third and fourth) had a weight of 1. Thus, the market
impact had a slightly higher relevance than the Innovation Technical Excellence of the service. While the use
of resources and the implementation also had a lesser impact in the final mark. Funding was then awarded
to most highly ranked proposals.
The priority order for proposals with the same score was also defined, but there was no need to revisit the
process. The results were be published on the bIoTope website and all tenders were given feedback and
justification for their respective grades.

4. Open Call Negotiation and Contract
Shortlisted proposals went through the negotiation process with local pilot owner and open call organisers.
The selected companies or legal entities were considers and treated as “3rd parties in the project. Each party
signed an agreement stipulating their role and responsibilities in completing the assigned work. After signing
the contract, the tenders have the same rights and responsibilities as original full partners of the project. The
contract can be found in Annex 1. It has been constructed by Aalto university legal department following the
rules and guidelines set by the European Commission. The contract has been approved by all bIoTope
partners, and will be published as a part of call materials in May 2017 on FS6 and bIoTope website.
Five organizations were invited for negotiations: Good Planet, Hydrasol, Data Things, SignrEA and Parking
Energy. During the negotiation phase the exact deliverables, payment schedules and project timeline were
defined for each party in detail. The companies were also asked for the background data that they would like
to keep as confidential. These were the main points of negotiation. The negotiation phase took somewhat
longer than expected due to payment terms and schedules, which were not favourable for small and medium
size companies in the original proposal by Aalto University. During the negotiation phase the terms and
schedules were adjusted to better suit small companies with cash flow challenges.
Contracts were signed in November 2017. All parties received templates for work hour and financial reporting
along with the contracts in order to support their work. The deliverables for each party will be approved by
corresponding use case owner, and the final support to each third party will then be paid in the stated
schedule once the project participants provide the project with the requested justification of the resources
used; i.e. Personnel costs (nominal), travel expenses, equipment, and other costs, as the corresponding
deliverables have been approved.
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Appendix 1: Standard Contract for Open Call Parties
bIoTope Standard Agreement for Providing Financial Support to Selected Third Party
for bIoTope
Building an IoT Open Innovation Ecosystem for Connected Smart Objects
Conctract: 688203

under the “Horizon 2020 – the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation (2014- 2020)”of the
European Commission
This bIoTope Standard Agreement for Project Contract Providing Financial Support to Selected Third Party,
hereinafter referred to as the “Agreement”, is entered into by and between:
Aalto University Foundation sr, operating as Aalto University (hereinafter “Cascade Funding Party”), a
Finnish University, having its registered office at Helsinki, Finland herein represented by Tuija Pulkkinen, Vice
President, and
_________ (“Selected Third Party”), an organization under the laws of ___________ having its registered
office at ______________, herein represented by _______________
Hereinafter sometimes individually referred to as “Party” and collectively referred to as “Parties”.

Whereas the Cascade Funding Party is the coordinator of the H2020 project entitled “Building an IoT
Open Innovation Ecosystem for Connected Smart Objects” (hereinafter the “bIoTope Project”).
Whereas the Cascade Funding Party and the other bIoTope beneficiaries (all together referred to as
“bIoTope Beneficiaries”) have entered into a Grant Agreement N° 688203 with the European
Commission (the “Grant Agreement” or “GA”) and signed in 2016 a Consortium Agreement with respect
to the bIoTope Project (the “Consortium Agreement” or “CA”).
Whereas the bIoTope Project involves financial support to Third Parties through a Cascade Funding
scheme (hereinafter “Cascade Funding”) according to art. 15 - GA.
Whereas further to an open call the Selected Third Party has been selected to implement the project
described in in Annex 4 (“Project Plan”).
Whereas the Cascade Funding Partner is willing to provide financial support to the Selected Third Party
for the implementation of the Project and the Selected Third Party is willing to receive such funding
under the terms and conditions of this Agreement.
Whereas for the implementation of the Project the Selected Third Party may need Access Rights to
certain Background of the other bIoTope Beneficiary(-ies) participating in the Project, and for this
purpose the Selected Third Party and the respective bIoTope Beneficiary(-ies) have identified and agreed
on such Accees Rights in Annex 5 to this Agreement.
Now therefore it has been agreed as follows:
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Section 1: Definitions
Words beginning with a capital letter shall have the meaning defined in the preamble of the Agreement
or in this Section:

1.1. Access Rights means rights to use Results or Background under the terms and conditions laid down
in this Agreement.

1.2. An Affiliated Entity of a bIoTope Beneficiary means each company in relation to a bIoTope
Beneficiary, which is directly or indirectly controlled by that bIoTope Beneficiary, controls that bIoTope
Beneficiary, is under joint management with that bIoTope Beneficiary or is under common control with
that bIoTope Beneficiary, whereby control means that at least 50% of the shares or voting rights are
being held.

1.3. Background means any data, know-how or information – whatever its form or nature (tangible or
intangible), including any rights such as intellectual property rights – that:
a) is held by a bIoTope Beneficiary prior to the commencement of the bIoTope Project or by the Selected
Third Party prior to the commencement of the Project, and
b) is Needed by a bIoTope Beneficiary or the Selected Third Party to implement its own tasks under the
Project, list their background or to Exploit its own Results, but solely to the extent that such data,
information, know-how and/or intellectual property rights are introduced into the Project by its owner
and listed as Background in Annex 5.

1.4. Exploitation or Exploit means the direct or indirect use of Results in (a) further research activities
other than those covered by the Project, or (b) in developing, creating or marketing a product or process,
or (c) in creating and providing a service, or (d) in standardization activities.

1.5. Fair and Reasonable conditions means appropriate conditions, including possible financial terms
or royalty-free conditions, taking into account the specific circumstances of the request for Access
Rights, for example the actual or potential value of the Results or Background to which Access Rights are
requested and/or the scope, duration and other characteristics of the exploitation envisaged.

1.6. Financial Support means the payments by the Cascade Funding Partner to the Selected Third Party
for the implementation of the Project.

1.7. Needed means:
For the implementation of the Project:
Access Rights are Needed if, without the grant of such Access Rights, carrying out the tasks assigned to
the Selected Third Party or to a bIoTope Beneficiary would be impossible, significantly delayed, or
require significant additional financial or human resources.
For Exploitation of own Results:
Access Rights are Needed if, without the grant of such Access Rights, the Exploitation of own Results
would be technically or legally impossible.

1.8. Results means any tangible or intangible outputs of the Project, such as data, knowledge and
information whatever their form or nature, whether or not they can be protected, which are generated
in the Project, as well as any rights attached to them, including intellectual property rights.
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Section 2: Conditions from the Grant Agreement and the Consortium Agreement
reflected in the Agreement
The Cascade Funding Partner receives funding from the European Commission for organizing the
selection of Third Parties through Open Calls. Under the bIoTope Grant Agreement and the Consortium
Agreement, some of the obligations have to be imposed on the Selected Third Party. Those obligations
are reproduced in Annex 1.
The Selected Third Party acknowledges and agrees that the obligations comprised in this Annex 1 are
fully applicable to it as if it was a “beneficiary” and shall do everything that is necessary to comply with
these obligations.

Section 3: Terms and Conditions for the Financial Support
3.1. The Selected Third Party shall take part in the Project in accordance with the state of the art. The
Selected Third Party shall carry out the tasks according to the schedule set forth in Annex 4 and shall
report to the Cascade Funding Party on the activities’ progress in regular intervals as indicated in Annex
3. Such technical reports based on the Technical Report Template in Annex 2 and shall contain detailed
information on the Results generated by the Selected Third Party.

3.2. The Selected Third Party shall be entitled to claim eligible costs for the Project as described in this
Agreement, including its Annexes. The financial support shall take the form of a reimbursement of
eligible costs within the maximum amount of EUR ___________. The Financial Support shall be paid
according to the following schedule:
- 60% of the overall financial support as interim payment based on the evaluation by the bIoTope
consortium of the Intermediate Report, edited and provided by Selected Third Party by midterm (after
half of the Project’s duration has passed from the Project starting date).
- 40% of the overall financial support as Final payment subject to the evaluation by the bIoTope
Consortium of Final Report, edited and provided by Selected Third Party at the end of the Project’s
duration and (eventually) following a formal approval of the report and the work at a Technical Project
Review by the EC.

3.3. In addition to the technical reports, the Selected Third Party shall provide two Financial and
Technical Reports on performed activities and related costs reports to the Cascade Funding Partner. The
Selected Third Party shall use the technical and financial reporting templates in Annex 2 and 3. The
following elements shall at least be included in the technical report:
a) The identification of the Project ;
b) Detailed information on technical results and further development
The financial report should include:
a) Performed activities
b) Detailed information and documentation on the costs incurred for the implementation of the Project
that permit justification of the eligibility of the costs.
No payment will be done by the Cascade Funding Party if no sufficient evidence document is presented
by the Selected Third Party and relevantly approved.

3.4. The Cascade Funding Party will transfer the amount of the Financial Support to the Selected Third
Party on the basis of (i) a written payment request by the Selected Third Party to be sent to the Cascade
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Funding Party together with an invoice, if applicable, in accordance with the schedule set forth in section
3.2, provided the terms and conditions of this Agreement are complied with, in particular after the
written validation by the Cascade Funding Party of the corresponding deliverable(s) identified in Annex
3 and approval of the reports and cost documents, as applicable, and written validation of the payment
request by the Cascade Funding Party, however always provided that the conditions listed in this Section
3 are met by the Selected Third Party. In turn, the Selected Third Party shall send a written
acknowledgement upon the reception of the payment.

3.5. In case the Financial Support is subject to any withholding tax, then the amount of the Financial
Support to be paid, shall be reduced by the amount of the said withholding tax.

Section 4: Liability
4.1. The Selected Third Party shall comply with all applicable laws, rules and regulations, including, but
not limited to safety, security, welfare, social security and fiscal laws, rules and regulations.

4.2. The Selected Third Party shall not be entitled to act or to make legally binding declarations on behalf
of the Cascade Funding Partny and/or any other bIoTope Beneficiary and shall fully indemnify all of the
latter from any third party claim resulting from a breach of these obligations.

4.3. The total contractual liability of the Cascade Funding Party for any reason whatsoever and
howsoever arising out of and/or in connection with this Agreement shall in any case be limited to the
amount of the Financial Support provided to the Selected Third Party hereunder. The Cascade Funding
Party shall not in any case be liable for any indirect, incidental, punitive, special and/ or consequential
damages and losses including but not limited to :
- loss of profits, interest, savings, production and business opportunities;
- loss of contracts, goodwill, and anticipated savings;
- loss of or damage to reputation or to data;
- costs of recall of products.
These limitations of liability shall not apply in cases of willful act or gross negligence.

4.4. The Selected Third Party shall fully and exclusively bear the risks and has any and all liabilities arising
out of and/or in connection with the Project. The Selected Third Party shall indemnify the Cascade
Funding Party and any other bIoTope Beneficiaries for any and all damages, losses, penalties, costs and
expenses which the bIoTope Beneficiaries and/or the Cascade Funding Partner would incur or have to
pay to the European Commission and/or to any third parties with respect to the Project, the Financial
Support hereunder and/or for any damages and losses in general which the Cascade Funding Party
and/or any other bIoTope Beneficiary might incur as a result thereof. In addition, should the European
Commission have a right to recovery against the Cascade Funding Party or another bIoTope Beneficiary
regarding the Financial Support granted under this Agreement or should the Financial Support paid
under this Agreement be found ineligible by the European Commission or in an audit carried out in
accordance with this Agreement, the Selected Third Party shall pay or return, as applicable, the sums in
question, in the terms and the date specified by the Cascade Funding Partner. Moreover, the Selected
Third Party shall indemnify and hold the Cascade Funding Party and the other bIoTope Beneficiaries,
their respective officers, directors, employees and agents harmless from and against all repayments,
loss, liability, costs, charges, claims or damages that result from or arising out of any such recovery action
by the European Commission.

4.5. In respect of any information or materials (including Results and Background) supplied by one Party
to another Party or to another bIoTope Beneficiary, or by a another bIoTope Beneficiary involved in the
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applicable Project to a Party, no warranty or representation of any kind is made, given or implied as to
the sufficiency, accuracy or fitness for purpose nor as to the absence of any infringement of any
proprietary rights of third parties. Therefore,
- the recipient, shall in all cases be entirely and solely liable for the use to which it puts such information
and materials (including Results and Background), and
- there is no liability in case of infringement of proprietary rights of a third party resulting from any
Access Rights.

Section 5: Intellectual Property Rights
The Selected Third Party agrees that it will comply with the terms and conditions on intellectual property
rights included in this section to ensure that the Cascade Funding Partner will always be able to comply
with such terms towards the other bIoTope Beneficiaries.

5.1 General Principle regarding Ownership
Results are owned by the Party or by the bIoTope Beneficiary that generates them.

5.2 Joint Results
In accordance with the Grant Agreement and the Consortium Agreement, if, in the course of carrying
out the Project, a Result is generated by the Selected Third Party with one or several bIoTope
Beneficiaries (the “Contributors”), and it is not possible to establish the respective contribution of each
Contributor or separate them for the purpose of applying for, obtaining or maintaining their protection
(see Article 27). Where such joint Result is covered by intellectual property rights, the Contributors shall
execute a joint ownership agreement regarding the allocation and the conditions of exploitation of the
joint Result. Unless otherwise agreed:
- each Contributor shall be entitled to use their jointly owned Results on a royalty-free basis, and without
requiring the prior consent of the other Contributor(s), and
- each Contributor shall be entitled to grant non-exclusive licenses to jointly owned Results to third
parties (without any right to sub-license), if the other Contributor(s) are given:
(a) at least forty five (45) calendar days advance notice; and
(b) Fair and Reasonable compensation.
The Contributors shall agree on all protection measures and the division of related cost in advance

5.3 Access Rights
In Annex 5, the Selected Third Party and the bIoTope Beneficiary participating in the Project have
identified and agreed on the Background for the Project and have also, where relevant, informed each
other that Access Rights to specific Background is subject to legal restrictions or limits. Anything not
identified in Annex 5 shall not be the object of Access Right obligations regarding Background.
Access Rights to identified Background and to the Results of the bIoTope Beneficiaries participating in
the Project may be requested by the Selected Third Party from the bIoTope Beneficiaries only in the
following case and if the following conditions are fulfilled:
- The Selected Third Party Needs such listed Background or Results of the bIoTope Beneficiaries
participating in the Project for implementation of its tasks in the Project. Where this is the case, the
Selected Third Party will have Access Rights to that Background or Results for the duration of the Project
on royalty-free basis, solely to the extent Needed to implement its tasks in the Project;
- The Selected Third Party Needs such identified Background or Results of the bIoTope Beneficiaries
participating in the Project for Exploitation of its own Results. Where this is the case and subject to the
limitations stated in Annex 5, the Selected Third Party shall be granted Access Rights to such Background
and/or Results on Fair and Reasonable conditions and upon separate written bilateral agreement
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between the Selected Third Party and the owning bIoTope Beneficiary. A request for Access Rights for
Exploitation may be made up to twelve months after the end of the Project.
- The bIoTope Beneficiaries enjoy the Access Rights on Background and Results owned by the Selected
Third Party for implementation of the Project or, direct or indirect exploitation of their Results, under
the same conditions mentioned here above.
For the avoidance of doubt, any grant of Access Rights not covered by this Section shall be at the absolute
discretion of the owner and subject to such terms and conditions as may be agreed between the owner
and recipient.

Section 6: Confidentiality
All information of whatever nature and in whatever form or mode of communication, which is disclosed
by a Party (the “Disclosing Party”) to another Party (the “Recipient”) in connection with the Project
during its implementation and which has been explicitly marked as “confidential” at the time of
disclosure, or when disclosed orally has been identified as confidential at the time of disclosure and has
been confirmed and designated in writing within fifteen (15) calendar days from oral disclosure at the
latest as confidential information by the Disclosing Party, is “Confidential Information”.
The Recipients hereby undertake for the duration of the Project and a period of 4 years after the end of
the Project:
- not to use Confidential Information otherwise than for the purpose for which it was disclosed;
- not to disclose Confidential Information to any third party without the prior written consent by the
Disclosing Party;
- to ensure that internal distribution of Confidential Information by a Recipient to its employees shall
take place on a strict need-to-know basis; and
- except as required for continuing Access Rights, to return to the Disclosing Party on demand all
Confidential Information which has been supplied to or acquired by the Recipients including all copies
thereof and to delete all information stored in a machine readable form. The Recipients may keep a copy
to the extent it is required to keep, archive or store such Confidential Information because of compliance
with applicable mandatory laws and regulations (i.e. public policy legislation).
The Recipients shall be responsible for the fulfillment of the above obligations on the part of their
employees involved in the Project and shall ensure that they remain so obliged, as legally possible,
during and after the end of the Project and/or after the termination of the contractual relationship with
the employee or third party.
The above shall not apply for disclosure or use of Confidential Information, if and in so far as the
Recipient can show that:
- the Confidential Information becomes publicly available by means other than a breach of the
Recipient’s confidentiality obligations;
- the Disclosing Party subsequently informs the Recipient that the Confidential Information is no longer
confidential;
- the Confidential Information is communicated to the Recipient without any obligation of confidence
by a third party;
- the disclosure or communication of the Confidential Information is foreseen by provisions of the Grant
Agreement;
- the Confidential Information, at any time, was developed by the Recipient completely independently
of any such disclosure by the Disclosing Party; or
- the Confidential Information was already known to the Recipient prior to disclosure or
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- the Recipient is required to disclose the Confidential Information in order to comply
with applicable laws or regulations or with a court or administrative order subject to the last paragraph
of this Section.
The Recipient shall apply the same degree of care with regard to the Confidential Information disclosed
within the scope of the Project as with its own confidential and/or proprietary information, but in no
case less than reasonable care.
Each Recipient or Disclosing Party shall promptly advise the other Recipient or Disclosing Party in writing
of any unauthorized disclosure, misappropriation or misuse of Confidential Information after it becomes
aware of such unauthorized disclosure, misappropriation or misuse.
If a Recipient becomes aware that it will be required to disclose Confidential Information in order to
comply with applicable laws or regulations or with a court or administrative order, it shall, to the extent
it is lawfully able to do so, prior to any such disclosure:
- notify the Disclosing Party of said request, and
- comply to the extent possible with the Disclosing Party’s reasonable instructions to protect the
confidentiality of the information at the Disclosing Party’s expense, and
- make such disclosure only to the extent it is compelled.
As far as Cascade Funding Partner is concerned, disclosure of Confidential Information to the European
Commission shall be governed by the terms of the GA. As far as Selected Third Party is concerned,
disclosure of Confidential Information to or from another bIoTope Beneficiary other than the Cascade
Funding Partner shall be governed by the terms of a specific non-disclosure agreement to be signed
between them.

Section 7: Dissemination
Each Party agrees that any dissemination activity (including publications, presentations or contributions
to any standards organisation) by the Selected Third Party is subject to the prior written approval of the
bIoTope Beneficiaries involved in the Project.
The Cascade Funding Partner and the other bIoTope Beneficiaries are entitled to include the main issues
and information regarding the Project in their reporting towards the European Commission, subject to
prior written notification to the Selected Third Party.

Section 8: Checks and Audits
The Selected Third Party undertakes to provide any detailed information, including information in
electronic format, requested by the European Commission or by any other outside body authorized by
the European Commission to check that the Project and the provisions of this Agreement are being
properly implemented.
The Selected Third Party shall keep at the European Commission disposal all original documents,
especially accounting and tax records, or, in exceptional and duly justified cases, certified copies of
original documents relating to the Agreement, stored on any appropriate medium that ensures their
integrity in accordance with the applicable national legislation, for a period of five years from the date
of payment of the balance.
The Selected Third Party agrees that the European Commission may have an audit of the use made of
the Financial Support carried out either directly by the European Commission staff or by any other
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outside body authorized to do so on its behalf. Such audits may be carried out throughout the period of
implementation of the Agreement until the balance is paid and for a period of five years from the date
of payment of the balance. Where appropriate, the audit findings may lead to recovery decisions by the
European Commission.
The Selected Third Party undertakes to allow European Commission staff and outside personnel
authorized by the European Commission the appropriate right of access to the sites and premises of the
Selected Third Party and to all the information, including information in electronic format, needed in
order to conduct such audits.
In accordance with Union legislation, the European Commission, the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF)
and the European Court of Auditors (ECA) may carry out spot checks and inspections of the documents
of the Selected Third Party, and of any recipient of Cascade Finding, including at the premises of the
Selected Third Party, in accordance with the procedures laid down by Union law for the protection of
the financial interests of the Union against fraud and other irregularities. Where appropriate, the
inspection findings may lead to recovery decisions by the European Commission. The Articles 22 and 23
of the Grant
Agreement, reproduced in Annex 1, also apply to the Selected Third Party.

Section 9: Termination
The Cascade Funding Partner can terminate this Agreement with immediate effect through written
notice to the Selected Third Party and to the other bIoTope Beneficiaries participating in the Project:

9.1. if the Selected Third Party is in breach of any of its material obligations under this Agreement, which
breach is not remediable, or, if remediable, has not been remedied within thirty (30) days after written
notice to that effect from the party not in breach,

9.2. if, to the extent permitted by law, the Selected Third Party is declared bankrupt, is being wound up,
is having its affairs administered by the courts, has entered into an arrangement with its creditors, has
suspended business activities, or is the subject of any other similar proceeding concerning those matters,
or

9.3. if the Selected Third Party is subject to an event of force majeure, such as war, insurrection, natural
disaster, interruption in the general energy supply, fire, strike, embargo, material restriction imposed by
the State budget or by the State on the activities of a Selected Third Party, or other equally significant
and uncommon reason beyond the control of the Selected Third Party which prevents the Selected Third
Party from correct performance of its obligations hereunder and such circumstances have lasted, or can
reasonably be expected to last more than 3 months.

9.4. In any case of termination of the Grant Agreement and/or the Consortium Agreement, for any
reason whatsoever and howsoever.

9.5. In any case of expiration or termination of the present, the Cascade Funding Partner’s sole liability
shall be to pay to the Selected Third Party Financial Support for the Project (or part of it) which the
European Commission has formally approved.

9.6. Access Rights granted to the Selected Third Party shall cease immediately upon the effective date
of termination.
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Section 10: Concluding Conditions
10.1. The Selected Third Party’s consistent level in its respective field of expertise played a key role in
the selection of the Selected Third Party to implement the Project. Any total or partial transfer of
provisions and the rights and duties it entails in the prior formal approval of all signatories.

10.2. The Selected Third Party shall not, without prior written consent of the Cascade Funding Partner,
assign the Agreement or any part of the project, or assign, mortgage, charge or encumber any benefit
whatsoever arising or which may arise under the Agreement. Such assignment may only be consented
to by the Cascade Funding Partner.
The Selected Third Party shall not, without prior written consent of the Cascade Funding Partner,
subcontract any part of the Agreement. The Selected Third Party shall secure that the subcontractor will
comply with all obligations – especially coming from the Grant Agreement, and with regard to
confidentiality – resulting from this Agreement and that the results attained by the subcontractor will
be
available in accordance with Section 5 of this Agreement.
In any event, the Selected Third Party shall not be relieved from his responsibility under the Agreement
for such parts of the Agreement as are subcontracted and the Selected Third Party shall be responsible
and liable for the acts or defaults of any subcontractor or their employees, servants and agents, as fully
as if they were the acts or defaults of the Selected Third Party or the Selected Third Party’s employees,
servants and agents.
Any assignment, mortgage, charge, encumbrance or subcontract in contravention of this clause shall, as
against the Cascade Funding Partner, be void and of no effect, and may be ignored by the Cascade
Funding Partner.
The Selected Third Party shall protect, defend, indemnify and keep the Cascade Funding Partner
indemnified against all claims, demands, actions, suits, proceedings, writs, judgment, orders, decrees,
damages, losses and expenses suffered or incurred by the Cascade Funding Partner arising out of or
related to such assignment, mortgage, charge, encumbrance or subcontract..

10.3. If any provision of this Agreement is determined to be illegal or in conflict with the applicable law,
the validity of the remaining provisions shall not be affected. The ineffective provision shall be replaced
by an effective provision which is economically equivalent. The same shall apply in case of a gap.

10.4. This Agreement shall be binding on the Selected Third Party and on the Cascade Funding Partner
and their respective successors and their permitted assigns.

10.5. All disputes arising out of or in connection with this Agreement, which cannot be solved amicably,
shall be finally settled under the Rules of Arbitration of the International Chamber of Commerce by one
arbitrator appointed in accordance with the said Rules. The place of arbitration shall be Brussels if not
otherwise agreed by the conflicting Parties and the language of the proceedings shall be English. The
award of the arbitration will be final and binding upon the Parties.
Nothing in this Agreement shall limit the Parties' right to seek injunctive relief in any applicable
competent court. The governing law of the Project, shall be the law of Belgium, without reference to its
conflicts of law provisions.

Section 11: Annexes
Annex 1: Grant Agreement Specific Obligations
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Annex 2: Technical report template
Annex 3: Financial Repost Template
Annex 4: Project Plan
Annex 5: Agreement on Background

Section 12: Signatures
Done in two originals, one for each Party.
Aalto University Foundation (Cascade Funding Partner)
Name:
Title:

Date:
[XXX] (Selected Third Party)
Name:
Title:

Date:
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Annex 1: Grant Agreement Specific Obligations
The Selected Third Party has to fulfill the obligations described in article 22, 23, 35, 36, 38 and 46 of the
Grant Agreement. In addition, the eligibility criteria described in article 6 and the obligation to keep
records of article 18 of the Grant Agreement apply to the Selected Third Party. These sections are part
of the Agreement. In case of contradiction between these sections and the Agreement, the terms of the
Agreement will prevail. In this Annex 1, the term “action” means “Project”, the term “beneficiary”
means “Selected Third Party” and the term “grant” means “Project”.
ARTICLE 6 — ELIGIBLE AND INELIGIBLE COSTS
6.1 General conditions for costs to be eligible
‘Eligible costs’ are costs that meet the following criteria:
(a) for actual costs:
(i) they must be actually incurred by the beneficiary;
(ii) they must be incurred in the period set out in Article 3, with the exception of costs relating to the
submission of the periodic report for the last reporting period and the final report (see Article 20);
(iii) they must be indicated in the estimated budget set out in Annex 2;
(iv) they must be incurred in connection with the action as described in Annex 1 and necessary for its
implementation;
(v) they must be identifiable and verifiable, in particular recorded in the beneficiary’s accounts in
accordance with the accounting standards applicable in the country where the beneficiary is
established and with the beneficiary’s usual cost accounting practices;
(vi) they must comply with the applicable national law on taxes, labour and social security, and
(vii) they must be reasonable, justified and must comply with the principle of sound financial
management, in particular regarding economy and efficiency;
(b) for unit costs:
(i) they must be calculated as follows:
{amounts per unit set out in Annex 2 or calculated by the beneficiary in accordance with its usual
cost accounting practices (see Article 6.2, Point A) multiplied by the number of actual units};
(ii) the number of actual units must comply with the following conditions:
- the units must be actually used or produced in the period set out in Article 3;
- the units must be necessary for implementing the action or produced by it, and
- the number of units must be identifiable and verifiable, in particular supported by records
and documentation (see Article 18);
(c) for flat-rate costs:
(i) they must be calculated by applying the flat-rate set out in Annex 2, and
(ii) the costs (actual costs or unit costs) to which the flat-rate is applied must comply with the
conditions for eligibility set out in this Article.
6.2 Specific conditions for costs to be eligible
Costs are eligible if they comply with the general conditions (see above) and the specific conditions
set out below for each of the following budget categories:
A. direct personnel costs;
B. direct costs of subcontracting;
C. direct costs of providing financial support to third parties;
D. other direct costs;
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E. indirect costs;
F. not applicable.
‘Direct costs’ are costs that are directly linked to the action implementation and can therefore be
attributed to it directly. They must not include any indirect costs (see Point E below).
‘Indirect costs’ are costs that are not directly linked to the action implementation and therefore cannot
be attributed directly to it.
A. Direct personnel costs
Types of eligible personnel costs
A.1 Personnel costs are eligible, if they are related to personnel working for the beneficiary under an
employment contract (or equivalent appointing act) and assigned to the action (‘costs for employees (or
equivalent)’). They must be limited to salaries (including during parental leave), social security
contributions, taxes and other costs included in the remuneration, if they arise from national law or the
employment contract (or equivalent appointing act). Beneficiaries that are non-profit legal entities may
also declare as personnel costs additional remuneration for personnel assigned to the action (including
payments on the basis of supplementary contracts regardless of their nature), if:
(a) it is part of the beneficiary’s usual remuneration practices and is paid in a consistent manner
whenever the same kind of work or expertise is required;
(b) the criteria used to calculate the supplementary payments are objective and generally applied by the
beneficiary, regardless of the source of funding used.
Additional remuneration for personnel assigned to the action is eligible up to the following amount:
(a) if the person works full time and exclusively on the action during the full year: up to EUR 8 000;
(b) if the person works exclusively on the action but not full-time or not for the full year: up to the
corresponding pro-rata amount of EUR 8 000, or
(c) if the person does not work exclusively on the action: up to a pro-rata amount calculated as follows:
{{EUR 8 000 divided by the number of annual productive hours (see below)}, multiplied by
the number of hours that the person has worked on the action during the year}.
A.2 The costs for natural persons working under a direct contract with the beneficiary other than an
employment contract are eligible personnel costs, if:
(a) the person works under the beneficiary’s instructions and, unless otherwise agreed with the
beneficiary, on the beneficiary’s premises;
(b) the result of the work carried out belongs to the beneficiary, and
(c) the costs are not significantly different from those for personnel performing similar tasks under an
employment contract with the beneficiary.
A.3 The costs of personnel seconded by a third party against payment are eligible personnel costs,
if the conditions in Article 11.1 are met.
A.4 Costs of owners of beneficiaries that are small and medium-sized enterprises (‘SME owners’) who
are working on the action and who do not receive a salary are eligible personnel costs, if they correspond
to the amount per unit set out in Annex 2 multiplied by the number of actual hours worked on the action.
A.5 Costs of ‘beneficiaries that are natural persons’ not receiving a salary are eligible personnel costs, if
they correspond to the amount per unit set out in Annex 2 multiplied by the number of actual hours
worked on the action.
Calculation
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Personnel costs must be calculated by the beneficiaries as follows:
{{hourly rate multiplied by the number of actual hours worked on the action}, plus for non-profit legal
entities: additional remuneration to personnel assigned to the action under the conditions set out above
(Point A.1)}.
The number of actual hours declared for a person must be identifiable and verifiable (see Article 18).
The total number of hours declared in EU or Euratom grants, for a person for a year, cannot be higher
than the annual productive hours used for the calculations of the hourly rate. Therefore, the maximum
number of hours that can be declared for the grant is:
{the number of annual productive hours for the year (see below) minus total number of hours declared
by the beneficiary for that person in that year for other EU or Euratom grants}.
The ‘hourly rate’ is one of the following:
(a) for personnel costs declared as actual costs: the hourly rate is the amount calculated as follows:
{actual annual personnel costs (excluding additional remuneration) for the person divided by number of
annual productive hours}.
The beneficiaries must use the annual personnel costs and the number of annual productive hours for
each financial year covered by the reporting period. If a financial year is not closed at the end of the
reporting period, the beneficiaries must use the hourly rate of the last closed financial year available.
For the ‘number of annual productive hours’, the beneficiaries may choose one of the following:
(i) ‘fixed number of hours’: 1 720 hours for persons working full time (or corresponding prorate for
persons not working full time);
(ii) ‘individual annual productive hours’: the total number of hours worked by the person in the year for
the beneficiary, calculated as follows:
{annual workable hours of the person (according to the employment contract, applicable collective
labour agreement or national law) plus overtime worked minus absences (such as sick leave and special
leave)}.
‘Annual workable hours’ means the period during which the personnel must be working, at the
employer’s disposal and carrying out his/her activity or duties under the employment contract,
applicable collective labour agreement or national working time legislation. If the contract (or applicable
collective labour agreement or national working time legislation) does not allow to determine the annual
workable hours, this option cannot be used;
(iii) ‘standard annual productive hours’: the ‘standard number of annual hours’ generally applied by the
beneficiary for its personnel in accordance with its usual cost accounting practices. This number must
be at least 90% of the ‘standard annual workable hours’. If there is no applicable reference for the
standard annual workable hours, this option cannot be used.
For all options, the actual time spent on parental leave by a person assigned to the action may be
deducted from the number of annual productive hours;
(b) for personnel costs declared on the basis of unit costs: the hourly rate is one of the following:
(i) for SME owners or beneficiaries that are natural persons: the hourly rate set out in Annex 2 (see Points
A.4 and A.5 above), or
(ii) for personnel costs declared on the basis of the beneficiary’s usual cost accounting practices: the
hourly rate calculated by the beneficiary in accordance with its usual cost accounting practices, if:
- the cost accounting practices used are applied in a consistent manner, based on objective criteria,
regardless of the source of funding;
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- the hourly rate is calculated using the actual personnel costs recorded in the beneficiary’s accounts,
excluding any ineligible cost or costs included in other budget categories. The actual personnel costs
may be adjusted by the beneficiary on the basis of budgeted or estimated elements. Those elements
must be relevant for calculating the personnel costs, reasonable and correspond to objective and
verifiable information; and
- the hourly rate is calculated using the number of annual productive hours (see above).
B. Direct costs of subcontracting (including related duties, taxes and charges such as non-deductible
value added tax (VAT) paid by the beneficiary) are eligible if the conditions in Article 13.1.1 are met.
C. Not applicable
D. Other direct costs
D.1 Travel costs and related subsistence allowances (including related duties, taxes and charges such as
non-deductible value added tax (VAT) paid by the beneficiary) are eligible if they are in line with the
beneficiary’s usual practices on travel.
D.2 The depreciation costs of equipment, infrastructure or other assets (new or second-hand) as
recorded in the beneficiary’s accounts are eligible, if they were purchased in accordance with Article
10.1.1 and written off in accordance with international accounting standards and the beneficiary’s usual
accounting practices.
The costs of renting or leasing equipment, infrastructure or other assets (including related duties, taxes
and charges such as non-deductible value added tax (VAT) paid by the beneficiary) are also eligible, if
they do not exceed the depreciation costs of similar equipment, infrastructure or assets and do not
include any financing fees.
The costs of equipment, infrastructure or other assets contributed in-kind against payment are eligible,
if they do not exceed the depreciation costs of similar equipment, infrastructure or assets, do not include
any financing fees and if the conditions in Article 11.1 are met.
The only portion of the costs that will be taken into account is that which corresponds to the duration
of the action and rate of actual use for the purposes of the action.
D.3 Costs of other goods and services (including related duties, taxes and charges such as nondeductible
value added tax (VAT) paid by the beneficiary) are eligible, if they are:
(a) purchased specifically for the action and in accordance with Article 10.1.1 or
(b) contributed in kind against payment and in accordance with Article 11.1.
Such goods and services include, for instance, consumables and supplies, dissemination (including open
access), protection of results, certificates on the financial statements (if they are required by the
Agreement), certificates on the methodology, translations and publications.
D.4 Capitalised and operating costs of ‘large research infrastructure’3 directly used for the action are
eligible, if:
(a) the value of the large research infrastructure represents at least 75% of the total fixed assets (at
historical value in its last closed balance sheet before the date of the signature of the Agreement or as
determined on the basis of the rental and leasing costs of the research infrastructure);
(b) the beneficiary’s methodology for declaring the costs for large research infrastructure has been
positively assessed by the Commission (‘ex-ante assessment’);
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(c) the beneficiary declares as direct eligible costs only the portion which corresponds to the duration of
the action and the rate of actual use for the purposes of the action, and
(d) they comply with the conditions as further detailed in the annotations to the H2020 grant
agreements.
E. Indirect costs
Indirect costs are eligible if they are declared on the basis of the flat-rate of 25% of the eligible direct
costs (see Article 5.2 and Points A to D above), from which are excluded:
(a) costs of subcontracting and
(b) costs of in-kind contributions provided by third parties which are not used on the beneficiary’s
premises and
(c) not applicable;
(d) not applicable.
F. Specific cost category(ies)
Not applicable
6.3 Not applicable
6.4 Not applicable
6.5 Ineligible costs
‘Ineligible costs’ are:
(a) costs that do not comply with the conditions set out above (Article 6.1 to 6.4), in particular:
(i) costs related to return on capital;
(ii) debt and debt service charges;
(iii) provisions for future losses or debts;
(iv) interest owed;
(v) doubtful debts;
(vi) currency exchange losses;
(vii) bank costs charged by the beneficiary’s bank for transfers from the Commission;
(viii)excessive or reckless expenditure;
(ix) deductible VAT;
(x) costs incurred during suspension of the implementation of the action (see Article 49);
6.6 Consequences of declaration of ineligible costs
Declared costs that are ineligible will be rejected (see Article 42). This may also lead to any of the other
measures described in Chapter 6.
ARTICLE 18 — KEEPING RECORDS — SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION
18.1 Obligation to keep records and other supporting documentation
The beneficiaries must — for a period of five years after the payment of the balance — keep records
and other supporting documentation in order to prove the proper implementation of the action and
the costs they declare as eligible.
They must make them available upon request or in the context of checks, reviews, audits or
investigations (see Article 22).
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If there are on-going checks, reviews, audits, investigations, litigation or other pursuits of claims under
the Agreement (including the extension of findings; see Articles 22), the beneficiaries must keep the
records and other supporting documentation until the end of these procedures.
The beneficiaries must keep the original documents. Digital and digitalised documents are considered
originals if they are authorised by the applicable national law. The Commission may accept nonoriginal
documents if it considers that they offer a comparable level of assurance.
18.1.1 Records and other supporting documentation on the scientific and technical implementation
The beneficiaries must keep records and other supporting documentation on scientific and technical
implementation of the action in line with the accepted standards in the respective field.
18.1.2 Records and other documentation to support the costs declared
The beneficiaries must keep the records and documentation supporting the costs declared, in particular
the following:
(a) for actual costs: adequate records and other supporting documentation to prove the costs declared,
such as contracts, subcontracts, invoices and accounting records. In addition, the beneficiaries' usual
cost accounting practices and internal control procedures must enable direct reconciliation between the
amounts declared, the amounts recorded in their accounts and the amounts stated in the supporting
documentation;
(b) for unit costs: adequate records and other supporting documentation to prove the number of units
declared. Beneficiaries do not need to identify the actual eligible costs covered or to keep or provide
supporting documentation (such as accounting statements) to prove the amount per unit.
In addition, for direct personnel costs declared as unit costs calculated in accordance with the
beneficiary's usual cost accounting practices, the beneficiaries must keep adequate records and
documentation to prove that the cost accounting practices used comply with the conditions set out in
Article 6.2, Point A.
The beneficiaries may submit to the Commission, for approval, a certificate (drawn up in accordance
with Annex 6) stating that their usual cost accounting practices comply with these conditions (‘certificate
on the methodology’). If the certificate is approved, costs declared in line with this methodology will not
be challenged subsequently, unless the beneficiaries have concealed information for the purpose of the
approval.
(c) for flat-rate costs: adequate records and other supporting documentation to prove the eligibility of
the costs to which the flat-rate is applied. The beneficiaries do not need to identify the costs covered or
provide supporting documentation (such as accounting statements) to prove the amount declared at a
flat-rate.
In addition, for personnel costs (declared as actual costs or on the basis of unit costs), the beneficiaries
must keep time records for the number of hours declared. The time records must be in writing and
approved by the persons working on the action and their supervisors, at least monthly. In the absence
of reliable time records of the hours worked on the action, the Commission may accept alternative
evidence supporting the number of hours declared, if it considers that it offers an adequate level of
assurance.
As an exception, for persons working exclusively on the action, there is no need to keep time records,
If the beneficiary signs a declaration confirming that, the persons concerned have worked exclusively on
the action.
18.2 Consequences of non-compliance

23

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, costs insufficiently substantiated will
be ineligible (see Article 6) and will be rejected (see Article 42), and the grant may be reduced (see Article
43). Such breaches may also lead to any of the other measures described in Chapter 6.
ARTICLE 22 — CHECKS, REVIEWS, AUDITS AND INVESTIGATIONS — PROJECT OF FINDINGS
22.1 Checks, reviews and audits by the Commission
22.1.1 Right to carry out checks
The Commission will — during the implementation of the action or afterwards — check the proper
implementation of the action and compliance with the obligations under the Agreement, including
assessing deliverables and reports.
For this purpose the Commission may be assisted by external persons or bodies. The Commission may
also request additional information in accordance with Article 17. The Commission may request
beneficiaries to provide such information to it directly. Information provided must be accurate, precise
and complete and in the format requested, including electronic format.
22.1.2 Right to carry out reviews
The Commission may — during the implementation of the action or afterwards — carry out reviews on
the proper implementation of the action (including assessment of deliverables and reports), compliance
with the obligations under the Agreement and continued scientific or technological relevance of the
action.
Reviews may be started up to two years after the payment of the balance. They will be formally notified
to the coordinator or beneficiary concerned and will be considered to have started on the date of the
formal notification. If the review is carried out on a third party (see Articles 10 to 16), the beneficiary
concerned must inform the third party.
The Commission may carry out reviews directly (using its own staff) or indirectly (using external persons
or bodies appointed to do so). It will inform the coordinator or beneficiary concerned of the identity of
the external persons or bodies. They have the right to object to the appointment on grounds of
commercial confidentiality.
The coordinator or beneficiary concerned must provide — within the deadline requested — any
information and data in addition to deliverables and reports already submitted (including information
on the use of resources). The Commission may request beneficiaries to provide such information to it
directly.
The coordinator or beneficiary concerned may be requested to participate in meetings, including with
external experts. For on-the-spot reviews, the beneficiaries must allow access to their sites and
premises,
including to external persons or bodies, and must ensure that information requested is readily available.
Information provided must be accurate, precise and complete and in the format requested, including
electronic format. On the basis of the review findings, a ‘review report’ will be drawn up. The
Commission will formally notify the review report to the coordinator or beneficiary concerned, which
has 30 days to formally notify observations (‘contradictory review procedure’). Reviews (including
review reports) are in the language of the Agreement.
22.1.3 Right to carry out audits
The Commission may — during the implementation of the action or afterwards — carry out audits on
the proper implementation of the action and compliance with the obligations under the Agreement.
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Audits may be started up to two years after the payment of the balance. They will be formally notified
to the coordinator or beneficiary concerned and will be considered to have started on the date of the
formal notification. If the audit is carried out on a third party (see Articles 10 to 16), the beneficiary
concerned must inform the third party.
The Commission may carry out audits directly (using its own staff) or indirectly (using external persons
or bodies appointed to do so). It will inform the coordinator or beneficiary concerned of the identity of
the external persons or bodies. They have the right to object to the appointment on grounds of
commercial confidentiality.
The coordinator or beneficiary concerned must provide — within the deadline requested — any
information (including complete accounts, individual salary statements or other personal data) to verify
compliance with the Agreement. The Commission may request beneficiaries to provide such information
to it directly.
For on-the-spot audits, the beneficiaries must allow access to their sites and premises, including to
external persons or bodies, and must ensure that information requested is readily available. Information
provided must be accurate, precise and complete and in the format requested, including electronic
format.
On the basis of the audit findings, a ‘draft audit report’ will be drawn up. The Commission will formally
notify the draft audit report to the coordinator or beneficiary concerned, which has 30 days to formally
notify observations (‘contradictory audit procedure’). This period may be extended by the Commission
in justified cases.
The ‘final audit report’ will take into account observations by the coordinator or beneficiary concerned.
The report will be formally notified to it. Audits (including audit reports) are in the language of the
Agreement. The Commission may also access the beneficiaries’ statutory records for the periodical
assessment of unit costs or flat-rate amounts.
22.2 Investigations by the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF)
Under Regulations No 883/201315 and No 2185/9616 (and in accordance with their provisions and
procedures), the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) may — at any moment during implementation of
the action or afterwards — carry out investigations, including on-the-spot checks and inspections, to
establish whether there has been fraud, corruption or any other illegal activity affecting the financial
interests of the EU.
22.3 Checks and audits by the European Court of Auditors (ECA)
Under Article 287 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) and Article 161 of the
Financial Regulation No 966/201217 , the European Court of Auditors (ECA) may — at any moment during
implementation of the action or afterwards — carry out audits. The ECA has the right of access for the
purpose of checks and audits.
22.4 Checks, reviews, audits and investigations for international organisations
Not applicable
22.5 Consequences of findings in checks, reviews, audits and investigations — Project of
findings
22.5.1 Findings in this grant
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Findings in checks, reviews, audits or investigations carried out in the context of this grant may lead to
the rejection of ineligible costs (see Article 42), reduction of the grant (see Article 43), recovery of undue
amounts (see Article 44) or to any of the other measures described in Chapter 6.
Rejection of costs or reduction of the grant after the payment of the balance will lead to a revised final
grant amount (see Article 5.4). Findings in checks, reviews, audits or investigations may lead to a request
for amendment for the modification of Annex 2 (see Article 55).
Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 883/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 September 2013 concerning
investigations conducted by the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1073/1999 of the European
Parliament and of the Council and Council Regulation (Euratom) No 1074/1999 (OJL 248, 18.09.2013, p. 1). 16 Council Regulation
(Euratom, EC) No 2185/1996 of 11 November 1996 concerning on-the-spot checks and inspections carried out by the Commission in
order to protect the European Communities' financial interests against fraud and other irregularities (OJ L 292, 15.11.1996, p. 2). 17
Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules
applicable to the general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 26.10.2012,
p. 1).
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Checks, reviews, audits or investigations that find systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities, fraud or
breach of obligations may also lead to consequences in other EU or Euratom grants awarded under
similar conditions (‘Project of findings from this grant to other grants’). Moreover, findings arising from
an OLAF investigation may lead to criminal prosecution under national law.
22.5.2 Findings in other grants
The Commission may extend findings from other grants to this grant (‘Project of findings from other
grants to this grant’), if: (a) the beneficiary concerned is found, in other EU or Euratom grants awarded
under similar conditions, to have committed systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities, fraud or breach
of obligations that have a material impact on this grant and
(b) those findings are formally notified to the beneficiary concerned — together with the list of grants
affected by the findings — no later than two years after the payment of the balance of this grant.
The Project of findings may lead to the rejection of costs (see Article 42), reduction of the grant (see
Article 43), recovery of undue amounts (see Article 44), suspension of payments (see Article 48),
suspension of the action implementation (see Article 49) or termination (see Article 50).
22.5.3 Procedure
The Commission will formally notify the beneficiary concerned of the systemic or recurrent errors and
its intention to extend these audit findings, together with the list of grants affected. 22.5.3.1 If the
findings concern eligibility of costs: the formal notification will include:
(a) an invitation to submit observations on the list of grants affected by the findings;
(b) the request to submit revised financial statements for all grants affected;
(c) the correction rate for extrapolation established by the Commission on the basis of the systemic or
recurrent errors, to calculate the amounts to be rejected if the beneficiary concerned:
(i) considers that the submission of revised financial statements is not possible or practicable or
(ii) does not submit revised financial statements.
The beneficiary concerned has 90 days from receiving notification to submit observations, revised
financial statements or to propose a duly substantiated alternative correction method. This period may
be extended by the Commission in justified cases. The amounts to be rejected will be determined on the
basis of the revised financial statements, subject to their approval.
If the Commission does not receive any observations or revised financial statements, does not accept
the observations or the proposed alternative correction method or does not approve the revised
financial statements, it will formally notify the beneficiary concerned the application of the initially
notified correction rate for extrapolation. If the Commission accepts the alternative correction method
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proposed by the beneficiary concerned, it will formally notify the application of the accepted alternative
correction method.
22.5.3.2 If the findings concern improper implementation or a breach of another obligation:
the formal notification will include:
(a) an invitation to submit observations on the list of grants affected by the findings and
(b) the flat-rate the Commission intends to apply according to the principle of proportionality.
The beneficiary concerned has 90 days from receiving notification to submit observations or to propose
a duly substantiated alternative flat-rate. If the Commission does not receive any observations or does
not accept the observations or the proposed alternative flat-rate, it will formally notify the beneficiary
concerned the application of the initially notified flat-rate. If the Commission accepts the alternative flatrate proposed by the beneficiary concerned, it will formally notify the application of the accepted
alternative flat-rate.
22.6 Consequences of non-compliance
If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, any insufficiently substantiated costs
will be ineligible (see Article 6) and will be rejected (see Article 42). Such breaches may also lead to any
of the other measures described in Chapter 6.
ARTICLE 23 — EVALUATION OF THE IMPACT OF THE ACTION
23.1 Right to evaluate the impact of the action
The Commission may carry out interim and final evaluations of the impact of the action measured
against the objective of the EU programme. Evaluations may be started during implementation of the
action and up to five years after the payment of the balance. The evaluation is considered to start on
the date of the formal notification to the coordinator or beneficiaries.
The Commission may make these evaluations directly (using its own staff) or indirectly (using external
bodies or persons it has authorised to do so). The coordinator or beneficiaries must provide any
information relevant to evaluate the impact of the action, including information in electronic format.
23.2 Consequences of non-compliance
If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the Commission may apply the
measures described in Chapter 6.
ARTICLE 23a — MANAGEMENT OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
23a.1 Obligation to take measures to implement the Commission Recommendation on the
management of intellectual property in knowledge transfer activities
Beneficiaries that are universities or other public research organisations must take measures to
implement the principles set out in Points 1 and 2 of the Code of Practice annexed to the Commission
Recommendation on the management of intellectual property in knowledge transfer activities18.
This does not change the obligations set out in Subsections 2 and 3 of this Section.
The beneficiaries must ensure that researchers and third parties involved in the action are aware of
them.
23a.2 Consequences of non-compliance
If a beneficiary breaches its obligations under this Article, the Commission may apply any of the
measures described in Chapter 6.
ARTICLE 35 — CONFLICT OF INTERESTS
35.1 Obligation to avoid a conflict of interests
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The beneficiaries must take all measures to prevent any situation where the impartial and objective
implementation of the action is compromised for reasons involving economic interest, political or
national affinity, family or emotional ties or any other shared interest (‘conflict of interests’).
They must formally notify to the Commission without delay any situation constituting or likely to lead to
a conflict of interests and immediately take all the necessary steps to rectify this situation. The
Commission may verify that the measures taken are appropriate and may require additional measures
to be taken by a specified deadline.
35.2 Consequences of non-compliance
If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced (see Article
43) and the Agreement or participation of the beneficiary may be terminated (see Article 50). Such
breaches may also lead to any of the other measures described in Chapter 6.
ARTICLE 36 — CONFIDENTIALITY
36.1 General obligation to maintain confidentiality
18

Commission Recommendation C (2008) 1329 of 10.4.2008 on the management of intellectual property in knowledge transfer
activities and the Code of Practice for universities and other public research institutions attached to this recommendation.

During implementation of the action and for four years after the period set out in Article 3, the parties
must keep confidential any data, documents or other material (in any form) that is identified as
confidential at the time it is disclosed (‘confidential information’).
If a beneficiary requests, the Commission may agree to keep such information confidential for an
additional period beyond the initial four years. If information has been identified as confidential only
orally, it will be considered to be confidential only if this is confirmed in writing within 15 days of the
oral disclosure. Unless otherwise agreed between the parties, they may use confidential information
only to
implement the Agreement.
The beneficiaries may disclose confidential information to their personnel or third parties involved in
the action only if they:
(a) need to know to implement the Agreement and
(b) are bound by an obligation of confidentiality.
This does not change the security obligations in Article 37, which still apply.
The Commission may disclose confidential information to its staff, other EU institutions and bodies or
third parties, if:
(a) this is necessary to implement the Agreement or safeguard the EU's financial interests and
(b) the recipients of the information are bound by an obligation of confidentiality.
Under the conditions set out in Article 4 of the Rules for Participation Regulation No 1290/201324, the
Commission must moreover make available information on the results to other EU institutions, bodies,
offices or agencies as well as Member States or associated countries.
The confidentiality obligations no longer apply if:
(a) the disclosing party agrees to release the other party;
(b) the information was already known by the recipient or is given to him without obligation of
confidentiality by a third party that was not bound by any obligation of confidentiality;
(c) the recipient proves that the information was developed without the use of confidential information;
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(d) the information becomes generally and publicly available, without breaching any confidentiality
obligation, or
(e) the disclosure of the information is required by EU or national law.
36.2 Consequences of non-compliance
If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced (see
24 Regulation

(EU) No 1290/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2013 laying down the rules for
participation and dissemination in "Horizon 2020 - the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation (2014-2020)" (OJ
L 347, 20.12.2013 p.81). Article

43).
Such breaches may also lead to any of the other measures described in Chapter 6.
ARTICLE 38 — PROMOTING THE ACTION — VISIBILITY OF EU FUNDING
38.1 Communication activities by beneficiaries
38.1.1 Obligation to promote the action and its results
The beneficiaries must promote the action and its results, by providing targeted information to multiple
audiences (including the media and the public) in a strategic and effective manner. This does not change
the dissemination obligations in Article 29, the confidentiality obligations in Article 36 or the security
obligations in Article 37, all of which still apply. Before engaging in a communication activity expected
to have a major media impact, the beneficiaries must inform the Commission (see Article 52).
38.1.2 Information on EU funding — Obligation and right to use the EU emblem
Unless the Commission requests or agrees otherwise or unless it is impossible, any communication
activity related to the action (including in electronic form, via social media, etc.) and any infrastructure,
equipment and major results funded by the grant must:
(a) display the EU emblem and
(b) include the following text:
For communication activities: “This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research
and innovation programme under grant agreement No 688156”. For infrastructure, equipment and major results:
“This [infrastructure][equipment][insert type of result] is part of a project that has received funding from the
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 688156”.

When displayed together with another logo, the EU emblem must have appropriate prominence.
For the purposes of their obligations under this Article, the beneficiaries may use the EU emblem without
first obtaining approval from the Commission.
38.1.3 Disclaimer excluding the Commission responsibility
Any communication activity related to the action must indicate that it reflects only the author's view
and that the Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information it contains.
38.2 Communication activities by the Commission
38.2.1 Right to use beneficiaries’ materials, documents or information
The Commission may use, for its communication and publicising activities, information relating to the
action, documents notably summaries for publication and public deliverables as well as any other
material, such as pictures or audio-visual material that it receives from any beneficiary (including in
electronic form).
This does not change the confidentiality obligations in Article 36 and the security obligations in Article
37, all of which still apply.
However, if the Commission’s use of these materials, documents or information would risk
compromising legitimate interests, the beneficiary concerned may request the Commission not to use
it (see Article 52).
29

The right to use a beneficiary’s materials, documents and information includes:
(a) use for its own purposes (in particular, making them available to persons working for the Commission
or any other EU institution, body, office or agency or body or institutions in EU Member States; and
copying or reproducing them in whole or in part, in unlimited numbers);
(b) distribution to the public (in particular, publication as hard copies and in electronic or digital format,
publication on the internet, as a downloadable or non-downloadable file, broadcasting by any channel,
public display or presentation, communicating through press information services, or inclusion in widely
accessible databases or indexes);
(c) editing or redrafting for communication and publicising activities (including shortening, summarising,
inserting other elements (such as meta-data, legends, other graphic, visual, audio or text elements),
extracting parts (e.g. audio or video files), dividing into parts, use in a compilation);
(d) translation;
(e) giving access in response to individual requests under Regulation No 1049/200125, without the right
to reproduce or exploit;
(f) storage in paper, electronic or other form;
(g) archiving, in line with applicable document-management rules, and
(h) the right to authorise third parties to act on its behalf or sub-license the modes of use set out in
Points (b),(c),(d) and (f) to third parties if needed for the communication and publicizing activities of the
Commission.
If the right of use is subject to rights of a third party (including personnel of the beneficiary), the
beneficiary must ensure that it complies with its obligations under this Agreement (in particular, by
obtaining the necessary approval from the third parties concerned).
Where applicable (and if provided by the beneficiaries), the Commission will insert the following
information:
“© – [year] – [name of the copyright owner]. All rights reserved. Licensed to the European Union (EU)
under conditions.”

38.3 Consequences of non-compliance
25 Regulation

(EC) No 1049/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2001 regarding public access to
European Parliament, Council and Commission documents, OJ L 145, 31.5.2001, p. 43.

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced (see Article
43). Such breaches may also lead to any of the other measures described in Chapter 6.
ARTICLE 46 — LIABILITY FOR DAMAGES
46.1 Liability of the Commission
The Commission cannot be held liable for any damage caused to the beneficiaries or to third parties as
a consequence of implementing the Agreement, including for gross negligence. The Commission cannot
be held liable for any damage caused by any of the beneficiaries or third parties involved in the action,
as a consequence of implementing the Agreement.
46.2 Liability of the beneficiaries
46.2.1 Conditions
Except in case of force majeure (see Article 51), the beneficiaries must compensate the Commission for
any damage it sustains as a result of the implementation of the action or because the action was not
implemented in full compliance with the Agreement. Each beneficiary is responsible for paying the
damages claimed from it.
46.2.2 Amount of damages - Calculation
The amount the Commission can claim from a beneficiary will correspond to the damage caused by that
beneficiary.
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46.2.3 Procedure
Before claiming damages, the Commission will formally notify the beneficiary concerned:
- informing it of its intention to claim damages, the amount and the reasons why and
- inviting it to submit observations within 30 days.
If the Commission does not receive any observations or decides to claim damages despite the
observations it has received, it will formally notify confirmation of the claim for damages and a debit
note, specifying the amount to be recovered, the terms and the date for payment. If payment is not
made by the date specified in the debit note, the Commission may recover the amount:
(a) by ‘offsetting’ it — without the beneficiary’s consent — against any amounts owed to the beneficiary
concerned by the Commission or an executive agency (from the EU or Euratom budget). In exceptional
circumstances, to safeguard the EU’s financial interests, the Commission may offset before the payment
date specified in the debit note;
(b) by taking legal action (see Article 57) or by adopting an enforceable decision under
Article 299 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU (TFEU) and Article 79(2) of the
Financial Regulation No 966/2012.
If payment is not made by the date in the debit note, the amount to be recovered (see above) will be
increased by late-payment interest at the rate set out in Article 21.11, from the day following the
payment date in the debit note, up to and including the date the Commission receives full payment of
the amount.
Partial payments will be first credited against expenses, charges and late-payment interest and then
against the principal. Bank charges incurred in the recovery process will be borne by the beneficiary,
unless Directive 2007/64/EC applies.
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Annex 2 - Technical and Financial report template
Intermediate Report/Final Report on Projects
Acronym of Project:
Full Title:
bIoTope call identification:
Starting date of the Project:
Duration of the Project:
Name of Third Party:

Part A. Summary of the work performed so far
Max 300 words
The information in this section may be used in public documents and reports by the bIoTope consortium
Part B. Detailed description
Describe the achievements so far and the deviation incurred during the implementation for each of the
item below.
B.1 Concept, Objectives, Set-up and Background
Briefly describe the Project objectives, key deliverables and outputs realized so far.
B.2 Technical Results
In this section you should describe what and how has been done regarding the different
technical/substantial components of the Project
B.3 Lessons learned
Compare the results achieved against the objectives: clearly assess whether the
objectives were met and describe the successes and lessons learned.
B.4 Impact
Describe Impact that would enhance innovation capacity, create new market opportunities, strengthen
competitiveness and growth of companies, or bring other important benefits for society, Potential for
technical and commercial application, etc. Describe how the proposed Project has sufficient sustainable
benefits for the bIoTope project.
Part C. Resources
C.1 Resources Deployed
Complete the following table concerning the incurred project costs and comment on each of the cost
categories focusing particularly on discrepancies compared to awarded budget. Besides the table below,
extra information can be provided to support the requested funding and which may help to judge the
cost to the bIoTope project
.
TOTAL
C.2 Further development and exploitation
Describe the plan for further development and exploitation related to the Project and its successful
conclusion and/or beyond the finalization of the collaboration with bIoTope project.
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Annex 3 – Financial Report
1. Activities Performed
Resources deployed, description of activities for each person.
2. Project Costs Incurred
Cost category
Budget according to the bIoTope
Standard Project Contract
Costs incurred within
the Project duration %
1. Personnel
2. Travel

Annex 4 - Project Plan
Date of selection of the Selected Third Party by the Internal Evaluation Committee
Project Outcomes
Expected results in terms of Project
Expected results in terms of building blocks, IPs,
software and hardware solution
Implementation of the Project
Outline scope of work
Deliverable 1 <Title of Deliverable>
Description
Submission Date
Inputs
Deliverable 2 <Title of Deliverable>
Description
Submission Date
Inputs
Deliverable 3 <Title of Deliverable>
Description
Submission Date
Inputs
Financial Support
Total Funding for the Project
- ____________€
Parties involved in the Project
Selected Third Party Project Manager
Full Name & Title
Organization and
Department
Telephone Number
E-mail Address
Cascade Funding Project Manager
Full Name & Title
Organization and
Department
Telephone Number
E-mail Address
Date of agreement of all the
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Parties involved in the Project

Annex 5 - Agreement on Background and Access Rights
Under the bIoTope Standard Agreement for Providing Financial Support to Selected Third Party
(“Agreement”)
_________ (“Participating bIoTope Beneficiary”), an organization under the laws of ___________ having its
registered office at ______________, herein represented by _______________,
_________ (“Participating bIoTope Beneficiary”), an organization under the laws of ___________ having its
registered office at ______________, herein represented by _______________, and
_________ (“Selected Third Party”), an organization under the laws of ___________ having its registered
office at ______________, herein represented by _______________

have identified and agreed that the following Background is Needed for the implementation of the
Project:
Background of Participating bIoTope Beneficiary(-ies)
(including imitations and restrictions)
<Background’s description and identification of the owning bIoTope Beneficiary here>
Selected Third Party’s Background
(including imitations and restrictions)
<Background’s description here>

The Participating bIoTope Beneficiaries agree to grant Access Rights to the Selected Third Party in
accordance with section 5 of the Agreement, namely that:
Access Rights to identified Background and to the Results generated by the Participating bIoTope
Beneficiaries in the Project may be requested by the Selected Third Party from the Participating bIoTope
Beneficiaries only in the following case and if the following conditions are fulfilled:
- The Selected Third Party Needs such listed Background or Results for implementation of its tasks in the
Project. Where this is the case, the Selected Third Party will have Access Rights to that Background or
Results for the duration of the Project on royalty-free basis, solely to the extent Needed to implement
its tasks in the Project;
- The Selected Third Party Needs such Background or Results for Exploitation of its own Results. Where
this is the case and subject to the limitations stated above, the Selected Third Party shall be granted
Access Rights to such Background and/or Results on Fair and Reasonable conditions and upon separate
written bilateral agreement between the Selected Third Party and the owning Participating bIoTope
Beneficiary. A request for Access Rights for Exploitation may be made up to twelve months after the end
of the Project.
Signatures
Done in as many originals as there are parties to this Agreement on Background, one for each party.
_____________________ (“Participating bIoTope Beneficiary”)
Name:
34

Title:
Date:

_____________________ (“Participating bIoTope Beneficiary”)
Name:
Title:
Date:
______________________ (“Selected Third Party”)
Name:
Title:
Date:
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Appendix 2: Open Call Template for Pilot Cities
1. Open Call Description
Short Description of the Pilot
•

Topics of each Use Case

•

Objectives

•

Partners

•

Technical implementation (with picture)

General Description of the Required Work
•

How it links to the Use Case/ Pilot

•

What competences and resources are needed

•

What are the responsibilities of the third party

•

What is the schedule

2. Technical Details
For Each Use Case/ Open Call topic, please describe separately.
Use Case
Brief Description of the Service
Customers
Customer Benefit
Delivery Channel
Required Partners
Resources
Expected Costs
Needed competences
Identified Potential Bidders
Budget for this topic
Target Groups
Anticipated FAQ and issues?
Evaluation Criteria
Risks
AOB

3. List of Deliverables
Concrete deliverables for each Use Case:
Please note that the payment to the third party is linked to the delivery of these deliverables
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Deliverable
Name

Description

Deadline

Verification of
Completion

Example:

SW to integrate the city open data repository to IoTBnB

March
31, 2018

Functional SW
tested and in
operation

OC-1:
IoTBnB
Integration
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Appendix 3: Open Call Materials
1. Materials
This document details the materials for bIoTope Open Call website and FS6.

2. Webpage
a. Call Information
Project
Acronym

bIoTope

Project
Grant
Agreement
Number

688203

Project
Name

Building an IoT Open Innovation Ecosystem for Connected Smart
Objects

Full

Call Identifier

bIoTope-OC1

Call Title

bIoTope Use Case Implementation and Expansion

Submission
Deadline

August 22, 2017, 17:00 CET (Brussels time)

Expected
Duration
Projects

of

Total Budget

Maximum
Funding
Project

Up to six (12) months

€373,300

per

€150,000
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Type
Activities

of

Type
Applicants

of

Language
Proposals

of

bIoTope Use Case support as hardware and/or software providers for
data collection and analysis and integration to bIoTope System of
Systems platform.
Coordination, communication and consulting activities for Use
Case implementation and expansion.

Start-ups, SMEs, companies or research institutes/organizations in the
areas of Smart City services, environment, mobility, smart housing and
citizen involvement. No consortia are allowed; only single entities can
apply. Eligibility criteria for EC funding applies.

English

Help-desk

Available

Proposal
Submission
Platform

FS6 Platform

b. Call Materials
In Appendices, including:
•

Applicants Guide

•

Eligibility Criteria

•

Open Call Summary

•

Technical Details

•

List of Deliverables

•

Webinar presentation

•

Evaluation Criteria

•

bIoTope Standard Project Contract (template in .pdf)

•

Feasibility Check
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3. Important Dates
Event

Date

Publication of 1st Open Call

May 22, 2017

Deadline for Pre-proposal Feasibility Check

June 30, 2017

Deadline for Proposal Submission

August 22, 2017, 17:00 CET (Brussels time)

Notification of Results

September, 2017

Third Parties joining the Project

November, 2017

4. FAQ
How many projects will you fund in Open Call?
The project expects to fund approximately 9 Projects for the 1st Open Call.
Can we participate in consortium with another company?
No, only single companies that must be registered as legal entities.
Can we present two or more proposals?
You can submit as many proposals as you wish.
What kind of IoT solutions you are looking for?
We are looking for commercial companies and technically mature hardware solutions Software
development for connecting to bIoTope IoTbnb will be required. The required solutions are very specific
to implemented use cases and require deep domain specific knowledge.
What do you expect from IoT solutions in this Open Call?
We expect commitment to complying with the bIoTope IoTbnb and open interfaces. In many cases we
are looking for turn key solution for hardware and softwarer installation, data collection, analysis and
decision support.
Does the applicants have to provide the source code of their Projects?
Any modifications of your platform’s code can remain under your ownership.
What is the estimated number of trips I should budget for?

40

There are no trips expected for open call project parties, since each project would be specific to a certain
use case and location.
My proposal has been selected for funding, now what?
The selected Third Parties will sign the bIoTope Standard Project Contract with the bIoTope Coordinator.
The Standard Project Contract includes clauses on i) Obligation for Third Parties, ii) General rules for
management of IPR and iii) Results Reporting and Payments.
When will selected project start?
During September 2017.
When will I get funded?
As a financial support provided by the Project to Selected Third Party, the following scheduled payments
apply:
- 60% of the overall financial support as interim payment based on the evaluation by the bIoTope
consortium of the Intermediate Report, edited and provided by Selected Third Party by midterm (after half
of the Project’s duration has passed from the Project starting date).
- 40% of the overall financial support as Final payment subject to the evaluation by the bIoTope
Consortium of Final Report, edited and provided by Selected Third Party at the end of the Project’s
duration and (eventually) following a formal approval of the report and the work at a Technical Project
Review by the EC.
What has to be reported for a reimbursement of costs?
Successful third parties need to submit 2 reports on a timely basis to the bIoTope Coordinator, whose
approval permits the reimbursement of costs:
•
•

Intermediate Report edited and provided by the Third Party at the midpoint of the work planned;
Final Report edited and provided by the Third Party at the conclusion of the work planned and
eventually following a formal approval of the report and the work at a technical project review by the
EC.
The report template for cost reimbursement is available as Annex to the bIoTope Standard Project
Contract.
What support will be given to the selected Third Parties during the project?
Selected Third Parties will be supported by bIoTope consortium partners involved in the specific Use
Case that they participate in. The support and collaboration is very close given that the projects will be
working directly with the Use Case owners and other stakeholders.

Appendix 1. Applicants Guide

bIoTope-OC1: bIoTope Use Case Implementation and Expansion
Objective:
bIoTope lays the foundation for creating open innovation ecosystems by providing a platform that enables
companies to easily create new IoT systems and to rapidly harness available information using advanced
Systems-of-Systems (SoS) capabilities for Connected Smart Objects. The bIoTope platform enables IoT
product and service providers to quickly develop and deploy IoT solutions utilising diverse information
sources, which are easily integrated to compose more advanced and higher value solutions without
substantial development costs.
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bIoTope Open Call invites companies to work on the implementation and expansion of bIoTope smart
city pilots that will be deployed in three major European cities of Brussels, Lyon and Helsinki. Each pilot
consists of several Use Cases in the domain areas of environment, smart city services, mobility and smart
buildings.

Target Audience:
Each bIoTope Use Case calls for specific competences and knowledge, that can be summarized in
general terms as follows:

Helsinki
Mobility: Electric Vehicle Charging solutions, stations, software development
Communications: Marketing communications, engagement and community building

Brussels
Mobility: route optimization, hardware implementation, software development
Coordination: Use case coordination and stakeholder management

Lyon
Smart City Services: Sensor implementation, route optimization software development
Environment: Sensor implementation, data collection, analysis, data model development

Finding the Call Information:
All information related to the bIoTope open call will be available at the bIoTope web page:
http://www.biotope-project.eu/open-calls, as well as on IoT EPI website: http://iot-epi.eu/project/biotope/.
All information is also available at the FS6 platform, which also acts as the submission system for the
calls:
https://www.f6s.com/profile/1661083/about

Learning More About the Call:
bIoTope will organize a series of events to communicate about the open calls. These events have two
objectives:
1.
General informing / marketing of the project, which serves the broadening of the ecosystem, raising
awareness of the project and the call in general
2.
Specific/detailed information concerning the open call, serving the potential open call candidates,
sharing the details of the call & the required qualifications of the partners.

Available Materials and Support:
The available materials include:
•

Eligibility Criteria

•

Open Call Summary

•

Technical Details

•

List of Deliverables - template (in .docx; to be filled in and uploaded on F6S as .pdf)

•

Webinar presentation

•

Evaluation Criteria

•

bIoTope Standard Project Contract (template in .pdf)
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•

Feasibility Check

Applicant Materials
Eligibility criteria document details the conditions that the applicants’ need to comply with in order to receive
funding. The rules follow the European Commission eligibility rules. Open Call summary details the call
objectives, basic details and implementation process. Technical details document provides the technical
content and specific contents and expectations for the open call proposers. The call is communicated in open
terms in order to trigger innovative solutions. List of deliverables details the expected outcomes in concrete
terms for each project.
Evaluation criteria for proposals supports the applicants in their proposal process. The criteria further ensures
transparency and inclusiveness in the selection process. Standard contract template ensures that the
applicants have full information and understanding of the terms and conditions they are expected to engage
to if joining the bIoTope consortium as third parties.
Webinar presentation will detail the call information in a simple format, and recall much of the information
from this applicant guidebook and other related documents.
Applicant Support
bIoTope offers support for applicants through the FAQ site, feasibility check, as well as individually via email
at: OpenCallSupport@bIoTope.eu.
FAQ site will pre-empty most of the questions for the applicants by answering the questions that are expected
to raise during the proposal writing period. The FAQ will be updated throughout the open call period.
Individual support can be provided by email for technical questions and clarifications by domain experts from
the various Use Cases. The response times for each enquiry may vary.
Feasibility Check includes a form for applicants to submit an early summary of their intended proposal to the
bIoTope consortium. The team will evaluate your summary and come back within 10 days from your
submission, with high-level comments, mainly on the eligibility of your proposal, and what aspects you need
to strengthen. This service can be used only once per proposal. This will be submitted through FS6 system.

Proposal Submission:
bIoTope project, along with other H2020 EIP IoT projects uses FS6 platform for open call communications
and submissions. On bIoTope website, please click the ‘Submit your Proposal’ tab.
To join, you can select one of the three available options: Facebook, LinkedIn or e-mail. If you select one of
the first two options, a pop-up will appear in order to grant F6S the permission to authenticate you through
the selected platform. If you select to join via email then you need to create a password and also fill in your
first and last name.
Once you connect to F6S, the application form will open. You need to fill all the fields in order to be eligible
for evaluation. The proposal form consists of five sections. Section 1 ‘Basic information’ asks about the
applying company and team. Section 2, ‘Innovativeness’, consists of a set of questions related to your
organization’s approach to responding to the presented challenge. Section 3 ‘Implementation’ also includes
details on project implementation, concrete deliverables and budget. Section 4 ‘Impact’ asks about your
networks and channels for increased impact creation. Section 5 allows you to explain more about your
proposal in your own words.
We also ask a few questions for own internal purposes in the end of the form, namely about how you found
out about the call, how could we improve our process and whether you could recommend third parties for
the proposal.

Appendix 2. Eligibility Criteria
The same eligibility criteria with the H2020 rules of participation (cf. Article 10) apply in this Open Call. More
specifically, eligible to receive funding through this Open Call is any legal entity established in a Member State
or associated country, or created under Union law.
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Eligible Countries Legal entities established in the following countries are eligible to receive funding through
this Open Call:
• The Member States (MS) of the European Union (EU), including their overseas departments (based on the
general H2020 rules)
• The EU Associated Countries participate in Horizon 2020 under the same conditions as EU Member States.
There are, as of 7 November 2016, sixteen countries associated to H2020.

Appendix 3. Open Call Summary
The Internet of Things (IoT) brings opportunities to create new services and products, reducing costs for
societies, and changing how services are sold and consumed. A critical obstacle to further IoT innovation is
the “vertical silos” that shape today’s IoT landscape. These silos impede the creation of cross-industry, crossplatform and cross-organisational services due to their lack of interoperability and openness.
bIoTope lays the foundation for creating open innovation ecosystems by providing a platform that enables
companies to easily create new IoT systems and to rapidly harness available information using advanced
Systems-of-Systems (SoS) capabilities for Connected Smart Objects – with minimal investment.

Partners: BMW Group (Germany), OpenDataSoft (France), The Open Group (UK), Cityzen Data (France),
ControlThings (Finland), CSIRO (Australia), eccenca GmbH (Germany), Enervent Oy (Finland), Holonix (Italy),
IS-practice (Belgium), itrust consulting (Luxembourg), Bremer Institut für Produktion und Logistik GmbH
(Germany), Aalto University (Finland), Ecole polytechnique fédérale de Lausanne (Switzerland), University of
Luxembourg (Luxembourg), Fraunhofer IAIS (Germany), Brussels Region (IRISNET, CIRB, AED) (Belgium),
Grand Lyon la Métropole (France), Forum Virium Helsinki (Finland), ITMO University (Russia).
Overview
• Open Call launches: 22nd May 2017
nd
• Deadline: 22 August 2017
• Total amount of funding: 378,300€
• Industries of interest are: Energy Efficiency, Electric Cars, Traffic and Mobility, Safety,
Infrastructure, Management, Smart Buildings
Relevant use cases with real market potential; experienced and representative project team; ambitious
project with expectations for disruptive, new to market, new to the world solutions.
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Overall goal
bIoTope Pilots illustrate the interaction between products from telecom, hardware, software and service
industries in operational Internet Ecosystems. Given that, all industries are not included as bIoTope partners,
the Open Calls will contribute to the completion of the consortium in particular Pilots in order to establish a
technologically and economically viable SoS Ecosystems for IoT.
Objectives
These will include providing competences and technologies needed for the successful completion of the
projects, whilst engaging local developer communities and expanding the scope and scale of bIoTope pilots.
The latter will support the project in its objective to create transformative capabilities for partners for the
future, and enhance the sustainability of the collaboration and open ecosystems and services created during
and after the project. It also enables bIoTope to remain flexible and take into consideration new challenges,
needs and technological advancements in the beginning of the project.

Proposal Evaluation
Each proposal will be evaluated by 5 persons, first individually, and then together in a consent meeting. Each
evaluator will submit their individual evaluations through FS6. The criteria mentioned in Chapter 2 will apply.
The evaluation range for each section is 1-5, with threshold for each question = 3/5. Each criteria needs to
be customized for local needs in the final version of the evaluation rubric.
Section

Score

Section #1: Basic Information
a. Completeness of Information
b. Organizational Ability to Deliver
Section #2: Innovativeness
a. Innovativeness of the proposal
b. Fit for the purpose
c. Feasibility of implementation
Section #3: Implementation
a. Implementation schedule
b. Implementation plan
c. Team and resources
d. Budget
e. Alignment with Use Case schedule
Section #4: Impact
a. Networks and reach
b. Impact creation plan
Section #5: Proposal
a. Overall proposal
b. Fit for the need
c. AOB
Total:
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Appendix 4. Guidance note on financial support to third parties under
H2020
EUROPEAN COMMISSION
Directorate-General for Communications Networks, Content and Technology
Support
Programme Operations

1. Legal basis and general principles
The H2020 Rules for Participation provide in article 23.7 that an action may involve financial support to third
parties under the conditions defined in the Financial Regulation and the Rules for Application. The maximum
amount of financial support is 60 000 EUR per third party, but can be exceeded if foreseen in the work
programme and justified in the proposal as necessary to achieve the objectives of the action.
Financial support to third parties is only possible when foreseen for a specific topic in the work programme.
Proposals involving financial support to third parties must clearly detail the objectives and the results to be
obtained and include at least the following elements (see General Annex K to the work programme):
- a fixed and exhaustive list of the different types of activities for which a third party may receive financial
support;
- the definition of the persons or categories of persons which may receive financial support;
- the criteria for awarding financial support;
- the criteria for calculating the exact amount of the financial support;
- the maximum amount to be granted to each third party (may not exceed EUR 60 000 for each third party
unless it is necessary to achieve the objectives of the action) and the criteria for determining it.
A special provision of the model grant agreement (Article 15 – see Annotated Grant Agreement) will be
inserted in any grant agreement including financial support to third parties, requiring that the above
elements are laid down in annex I of the grant agreement.
The recipients of financial support do not become a party to the grant agreement (hence no need for an
amendment) and the Commission therefore has no contractual link with them. This implies that the
Commission can only turn to the relevant beneficiaries for any issue with regard to the third parties; in
particular in the event of a recovery order at the end of the project, the Commission will exclusively turn to
the beneficiary of the EU grant, who then may be asked to reimburse amounts which it has transferred as
financial support to a third party. It is therefore highly recommended that beneficiaries establish contractual
arrangements with the recipients.
The amounts paid by a beneficiary as financial support to third parties can be claimed under the relating cost
category of the financial statement; any other costs relating to the preparation and management of financial
support to third parties can be claimed under the relevant cost category (e.g. personnel, other costs etc.).
The following table gives an overview about different types of third parties, compared to beneficiaries in the
context of H2020 grant agreements. Any references in the table (articles, annexes) refer to the H2020 model
grant agreement.
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Parties

Beneficiaries

Linked third parties
(Art 14)
Affiliated
entities/entities
with legal link

Nature

Signatory of the
grant agreement.
It performs the
action tasks.

Subsidiary of the
beneficiary
implementing part
of the action.
Structurally linked
with
the
beneficiary.

Selection

By the EC according
to
evaluation
criteria published in
the
call
for
proposals.

Financial operations /
restrictions

No

Proposed by the
beneficiary.
Verification by the
EC of affiliation +
eligibility and nonexclusion according
to the evaluation
criteria published in
the
call
for
proposals
No

Subcontractors (Art
13)

Third Parties
Third
parties
providing
in-kind
contribution
against
payment free of charge (Art
(Art 11)
12)

Third parties receiving
support (Art 15)

financial

Economic operator
providing a service,
supply or work to
the
beneficiary
necessary for the
action.
Bound by a contract
with the beneficiary
specifically
concluded for the
service, supply or
work necessary for
the action.
By the beneficiary
according to the
best
value
for
money or lowest
price principle and
absence of conflict
of interest (Art 35.).

Legal
entity
providing
in-kind
contributions
by
putting
nonfinancial resources
(e.g. seconded staff,
equipment,
infrastructure, etc.)
at the beneficiaries'
disposal against a
payment.

Legal
entity
providing
in-kind
contributions
by
putting
nonfinancial resources
(e.g. seconded staff,
equipment,
infrastructure, etc.)
at the beneficiaries'
disposal free of
charge.

Final recipients of EU funds.
Target population of the activity
implemented by the beneficiary, and
consisting in re-distributing EU funds.

Proposed by the
beneficiary
and
included in Annex 1
(third parties and
their contributions)
and approved by
the EC.

Proposed by the
beneficiary
and
included in Annex 1
(third parties and
their contributions)
and approved by
the EC.

By the beneficiary only if foreseen by
the WP and according to conditions set
out in the grant agreement (Annex 1)

May cover only a
limited part of the
action.

May be used if
necessary
to
implement
the
action.

May be used if
necessary
to
implement
the
action.

May not receive more than EUR 60.000,
unless it is necessary to achieve the
objectives of the action and explicitly
foreseen in the work programme.
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No

Yes, third parties
and
their
contribution must
be in Annex 1 (EC
can still approve if
not in Annex 1 (Art
55.)
No

Receipts to be
declared
if
contribution
specific for the
project
Yes, third parties
and
their
contribution must
be in Annex 1 (EC
can still approve if
not in Annex 1 (Art
55.)
No

No but EC may
require joint and
several liability with
beneficiaries
No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Costs incurred by
the linked third
party and compliant
with
the
cost
eligibility conditions
set out in the grant
agreement (same as
beneficiary).

Price paid by the
beneficiary.

Actual costs for
paying the in-kind
contribution up to
the costs actually
incurred by the
third party and
compliant with cost
eligibility conditions

Costs incurred by
the third parties for
the
contribution
(seconded persons,
equipment,
etc.)
and compliant with
cost
eligibility
conditions set out in

Identified in the grant
agreement

Yes, as parties (and
LE validated ex
ante).

Yes, as linked third
parties.

No (only tasks that
are subcontracted).

Bound by
agreement

Yes

No

Yes
(joint
and
several in case of
multi-beneficiary
grant).
Yes
Costs incurred by
the beneficiary and
compliant with the
cost
eligibility
conditions set out in
the
grant
agreement.

the

grant

Operational
responsibility

Financial responsibility
Eligible costs

No (only categories of persons that may
receive it).

No, but beneficiaries must ensure that
their obligations under Art 35 (Conflict
of interest), 36 (Confidentiality), 38
(Visibility of EU funding) and 46
(Liability for damages) also apply to the
third parties receiving financial support,
by contractual arrangements (Art
15.1.2.)
No, but obligations must be extended
by contract (Art 15.1.2.)

No, but obligations must be extended
by contract (Art 15.1.2.)
Financial support paid by the
beneficiary.
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Right of access and audit
by the EC, OLAF and
Court of Auditors

Yes

Yes, to be ensured
by the beneficiary.

Yes, to be ensured
by the beneficiary

set out in the grant
agreement.
Yes, to be ensured
by the beneficiary

the
grant
agreement.
Yes, to be ensured
by the beneficiary

Yes, to be ensured by the beneficiary
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2. Selection of third parties
General Annex K of the Work Programme 2016-17 requires that third parties receiving financial support shall
be selected through open calls (see extract below).
Projects must publish widely their open calls and adhere to Horizon 2020 standards with respect to
transparency, equal treatment, conflict of interest and confidentiality. All calls for third parties must be
published on the Horizon 2020 Participants Portal, and on the projects' own web site. The calls must remain
open for at least three months. If call deadlines are changed this must immediately be published on the call
page on the participant's portal and all registered applicants must be informed of the change.
The calls must have a clear European dimension either by carrying out cross border experimentation or in
other ways expanding the impact of local experiments to European scale.
It is up to the consortium to comply with the rules and standards set out in the work programme and with
applicable rules on ethics. The Commission has no specific duty to oversee the individual procedures for
selecting proposals for funding.
Nevertheless, aiming to assist the beneficiaries in the definition of those rules, the Commission provides in
the attached document some good practices and templates. Beneficiaries are free to make use of this
guidance but, ultimately, remain responsible for defining the rules and principles that they will apply for
selecting third parties.
3. Responsibilities of beneficiaries and third party recipients
Beneficiaries are responsible for the proper use of the funding by the third party recipients (hereafter
recipients) and must ensure that they comply with certain obligations under the grant agreement with the
Commission.
Obligations that must be extended to recipients:
•
•
•
•

Avoiding conflicts of interest (see Article 35)
Maintaining confidentiality (see Article 36)
Promoting the action and give visibility to the EU funding (see Article 38)
Liability for damages (see Article 46).

Beneficiaries must also ensure the right of controls for the Commission, OLAF and the Court of Auditor and
the right for the Commission to make an evaluation of the impact of the action.
In order to be able to fulfil these obligations, the beneficiaries should impose contractual arrangements on
the recipients (including control measures and/or reducing the financial support).
The Commission will monitor that beneficiaries comply with the conditions for financial support to third
parties such as set out in Annex 1 of the grant agreement and may take any action foreseen by the grant
agreement in case of non-compliance vis à vis the beneficiary(ies) concerned. It is however the responsibility
of the beneficiaries granting financial support to third parties to monitor the activities of the third party and
the appropriate use of the funding.
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Good practices and templates for organizing open calls under the H2020 Financial
Support to Third Parties scheme
1. Introduction
Your call should be carried out in the light of the same basic principles which govern Commission calls:
i.
ii.

iii.
iv.
v.

Excellence. The proposal(s) selected for funding must demonstrate a high quality in the context
of the topics and criteria set out in the call;
Transparency. Funding decisions must be based on clearly described rules and procedures, and
all applicants should receive adequate feedback on the outcome of the evaluation of their
proposals;
Fairness and impartiality. All proposals submitted to a call are treated equally. They are
evaluated impartially on their merits, irrespective of their origin or the identity of the applicants1;
Confidentiality. All proposals and related data, knowledge and documents are treated in
confidence;
Efficiency and speed. Evaluation of proposals and award of the financial support should be as
rapid as possible, commensurate with maintaining the quality of the evaluation, and respecting
the legal framework.

2. Preparation activities
The Call Announcement
You should prepare a brief announcement about the call (you may use the model included in Annex 1 of this
document) which will be published on the Horizon 2020 Participants Portal, and on the project website. It
contains a link to the section on the project website where the full call details are published. In order to
ensure timely publication on the Participant Portal, please provide the call announcement at least 30 days
prior to its foreseen date of publication to your Project Officer.
The Full Call Details
You should prepare a dedicated section of your project's website, which will give proposers the Full Call
Details. This must be in line with the specific requirements of the work programme and contain:
•
•

•
•

•

•
1

A clear and exhaustive list of the types of activities that qualify for receiving financial support.
Any restrictions on participation in any part of the call (e.g. only certain types of organisation are
required, only organisations based in certain countries etc.). Please note that the calls must have a
clear European dimension which can be achieved either through cross border experiments or
through expanding local experiments to European scale.
The criteria determining the award of the financial support.
The criteria for determining the exact amount of financial support and the form that the financial
support may take (e.g. a lump sum – either pre-defined or based on estimations of the grant recipient
- or the reimbursement of actual costs incurred by the recipients when implementing the supported
activities).
The specific arrangements that the beneficiaries may impose on the third parties (e.g. specific
reporting and feedback obligations from the third party towards the beneficiary in respect to the
implementation of the supported activities; specific arrangements for providing the financial
support; specific rights for the beneficiaries to access and use the results of the supported activities).
The information needed to submit a proposal

In the frame of any restrictions provided for in the call
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o
o
o
o

The template to be used for the proposals
The coordinates (email address and telephone number) of a help facility which you must
maintain for proposers during the call
The email address to which proposals should be submitted and the call identifier which will
be used on these emails
The deadline for proposal submission, clearly specifying the local time involved (normally
this is local time at the website where the proposals are received).

3. Publication of the call
Following the requirement of the General Annex K of the Work Programme, you will publish the Full Call
Details, at least, on the project's own website.
Your Project Officer will arrange to publish the Call Announcement and (a reference to) the Full Call Details
on the dedicated web page of the Horizon 2020 Participants Portal.
The call must remain open for the submission of proposals for a period of at least three months. If call
deadlines are changed, this must immediately be communicated to the Project Officer for updating the Call
Announcement on the Horizon 2020 Participant's Portal. The Full Call Details must be updated on the
project's own website and all registered applicants must be informed of the change.
Please make sure that all proposers receive fair and equal treatment. Information or facilities which you
supply to any proposer must be equally available to all.
4. Proposal reception
Proposals should be submitted through an electronic exchange system which allows the identification of the
time of submission. On receipt of each proposal you should send an Acknowledgment of receipt to the
proposer (see example in Annex 2).
You may not accept late submissions; late submitters should receive by return email a "call closed" message
from you.
You should evaluate the proposals as submitted: after the call closure no additions or changes to received
proposals should be taken into account.
5. Proposal evaluation and selection
Evaluation criteria and procedure
You will evaluate proposals received in the light of the criteria laid down in the Full Call Details. You may use
the attached form (see Annex 3).
You remain responsible for the evaluation towards the proposers, even though you may count on the
assistance of experts1.
If you engage experts for evaluating the proposals, please ensure that they are independent from the
organisations involved in the consortium and from any proposer.

1

The selection of these experts should follow the conditions foreseen in Article 10 of the Model Grant
Agreement.
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The selected experts should sign a declaration of confidentiality concerning the contents of the proposals
they read and they should also confirm the absence of any conflict of interest (see an example of such
declaration in Annex 4).

The outcome of the evaluation will be a ranked list of all proposals, based on the scores obtained by each
proposal.
Proposal selection
Whilst normally the highest ranked proposals will be selected for funding, there might be objective reasons
for objecting to a specific third party, for example commercial competition. In this case the choice may pass
to the next-ranked proposal.
You may conclude that even the highest scoring proposal is of inadequate quality, in which case you will
make no selection. This conclusion is obligatory if all the proposals fall below the threshold scores applied at
the evaluation.
In the event of no selection being made, you may re-open the call at a later date. Alternatively, you may
conclude that no successful outcome can be expected and abandon the plan to hold an open call. This
decision would have to be justified and be the subject of a grant agreement amendment.
6. Reporting, documentation and feedback
Reporting
Shortly after the evaluation you should publish a public summary report of the evaluation results on your
project website within 30 days of the end of evaluation taking into account your feedback process to the
proposers (i.e. the proposers should have received your individual feedback before the public summary
report is published). This report should comprise an account of the call, its evaluation and its results,
including dates of call, how it was published, dates of evaluation, number of proposals received, number of
proposals funded, as well as a list of all selected proposers and their funding amounts (you may use the
model included in Annex 5).

Documentation
Additionally to the summary report you have to keep your internal records on the evaluation as audit trail in
case of e.g. contestations by proposers, audits, or checks by the commission. These records comprise as a
minimum:
•
•
•
•
•
•

A listing of proposals received, identifying the proposing organisations involved (name and address).
All received proposals
All communications with applicants before call closure and during evaluation
The names and affiliations of the experts involved in the evaluation;
For each proposal a copy of the filled forms used in the evaluation;
A record of all incidents which occurred during the evaluation (e.g. how conflict of interest were
handled if they were detected during the evaluation process) and any deviation from standard
procedure (e.g if a proposer selected was not the highest scoring one, you must document the
objective reasons why the highest scoring one was passed over)
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Feedback to proposers
After the evaluation of the proposals, you will get into contact with the successful proposer(s).
You should communicate to the other proposers that their proposal was not successful in the call, and should
enclose to each a summary of the evaluation result of their proposal addressing the respective award criteria.
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Annex 1 – Call announcement format
Announcement of an open call for recipients of financial support

Project acronym: XXX
Project grant agreement number: XXX
Project full name: YYY

Project XXX, co-funded from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under
grant agreement No XXX, foresees as an eligible activity the provision of financial support to third parties, as
a means to achieve its own objectives.
The types of activities to perform that qualify for receiving financial support are XXX.

Deadline: XXX
Expected duration of participation: XXX
Maximum amount of financial support for each third party: XXX
Call identifier: XXX call
Language in which proposal should be submitted: XXX
Web link for further information (full call text/proposal guidelines/call results) on your official project
web site: www.xxx-project.eu/xxx
Email address for further information: XXX@XXX.com
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Annex 2 - Acknowledgment of receipt

Acknowledgement of receipt

Dear XXX,
Thank you for submitting your proposal for consideration as recipient of financial support in the frame of
project XXX.
The evaluation of all proposals received will take place in the next few weeks. You will be notified as soon as
possible after this of whether your proposal has been successful or not.
On behalf of my colleagues in the project I would like to thank you for your interest in our activities.

Yours sincerely,
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Annex 3 – Evaluation form
Individual evaluation/Consensus (delete as appropriate)
Proposal No. :

Acronym :

1. Award criterion 1

Score:
(Threshold 3/5;
Weight )1

2. Award criterion 2

Score:
(Threshold 3/5;
Weight 1)

1

Thresholds and weights are standard values which can be adapted to the needs of the specific evaluation,
if necessary
0 The proposal fails to address the criterion under examination or cannot be judged due to missing or incomplete information; 1 Poor
The criterion is addressed in an inadequate manner, or there are serious inherent weaknesses; 2 Fair While the proposal broadly
addresses the criterion, there are significant weaknesses; 3 Good The proposal addresses the criterion well, although improvements
would be necessary; 4 Very good The proposal addresses the criterion very well, although certain improvements are still possible; 5
Excellent The proposal successfully addresses all relevant aspects of the criterion in question. Any shortcomings are minor.

3. Award criterion 3

Score:
(Threshold 3/5;
Weight 1)

Remarks

Overall score:
(Threshold
10/15)

I declare that, to the best of my knowledge, I have no direct or indirect conflict of interest in the
evaluation of this proposal
Name
Signature
Date

Name
Signature
Date

0 The proposal fails to address the criterion under examination or cannot be judged due to missing or incomplete information; 1 Poor
The criterion is addressed in an inadequate manner, or there are serious inherent weaknesses; 2 Fair While the proposal broadly
addresses the criterion, there are significant weaknesses; 3 Good The proposal addresses the criterion well, although improvements
would be necessary; 4 Very good The proposal addresses the criterion very well, although certain improvements are still possible; 5
Excellent The proposal successfully addresses all relevant aspects of the criterion in question. Any shortcomings are minor.

DELIVERABLE

Annex 4 – Confidentiality and conflict of
interest declaration

I the undersigned declare that, in participating as an independent expert in the evaluation of proposals
received in the open call of project XXX
I undertake to treat as confidential all information contained in the proposals which I am asked to
evaluate, both during the evaluation and afterwards.
I will not reveal to any third party the identity or any details of the views of my fellow evaluator(s),
neither during the evaluation nor afterwards
I do not, to the best of my knowledge, have any interest in any of the proposals submitted in this call,
I have not been involved in their preparation and I do not benefit either directly or indirectly from the
eventual selection. Should I discover a conflict of interest during the evaluation, I undertake to declare
this and to withdraw from the evaluation.
Name
Signature
Date

This project has received financial support from the European Union Horizon 2020 Programme under grant agreement no. 688203.

D7.2 Open Call Publication, Evaluation and Negotiation
Report

Annex 5 - Public evaluation report
Results of open call (call ID ref XXX) for recipients of financial support
Project acronym: XXX
Project grant agreement number: XXX
Project full name: YYY
Project XXX, co-funded from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant
agreement No XXX, launched an open call (call ID ref XXX) for recipients of financial support.
The call closed on XXX.
A total of XXX proposals were received for this call. XXX proposals will receive funding for a total amount of XXX EUR.
The evaluation and selection has been completed. All proposers have been informed about the evaluation results
for their proposal for financial support.
Call information
The call was published on project XXX's website (URL XXX) and on the Horizon 2020 Participants Portal (URL XXX) on
XXX. Full call details were published at: (URL XXX)
Please add any other location where the call was published (if any) or any other relevant information.
Response to the call in detail4
Number of proposals

Funding requested

Country

Funding awarded

Proposals received
Eligible proposals
Proposals above threshold
Selected proposals

List of selected proposals
Organisation

4

If different activities where called for, repeat this table for each activity.

© 688203 bIoTope Project Partners
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Appendix 5: bIoTope Open Call 1 Public Evaluation Report
Results of bIoTope open call 1 for recipients of financial support
Project acronym:
Project grant agreement number:
Project full name:

bIoTope
688203
Building an IoT Open Innovation Ecosystem for Smart Connected
Objects

Project bIoTope, co-funded from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme
under grant agreement No 688203, launched an open call for recipients of financial support in May 22, 2017.
The call closed on August 22, 2017.
A total of 131 proposals were received for this call through FS6 proposal management platform. After the
evaluation and negotiation process, five proposals will receive funding for a total amount of 378,300 euros.
The evaluation and selection process was completed in September 2017. However, the contract negotiations
were completed only on November 15, 2017. All proposers have been informed about the evaluation results
and the proposers that were selected for financial support have joined bIoTope consortium as third parties.
The financial support is granted following the European Commission cascade funding procedures.
Call information
The information and details about the call were published broadly in all major websites where the eligible
proposers’ typically visit. The call information was available publicly for all parties for the duration of the calls.
Personal email support was provided for any enquirers through the project website.
• on project's website (URL http://www.biotope-project.eu/),
• on EPI IoT portal (http://iot-epi.eu/?event=biotope-open-call),
• partner websites,
• Netfutures (http://iot-epi.eu/?event=biotope-open-call),
• LinkedIn (https://www.linkedin.com/company/10492477/),
• Up2Europe
(https://www.up2europe.eu/calls/biotope-use-case-implementation-andexpansion_1886.html),
• FundingBox
(https://fundingbox.com/teleport/smart-city-proof-of-concepts-pilots-of-iot-openinnovation-ecosystem-for-connected-smart-objects),
• Twitter (https://twitter.com/biotope_project),
• Hipeac (https://www.hipeac.net/network/projects/6821/biotope/),
• Mobivoc (https://www.mobivoc.org/en/news/2016/joined-biotope-project.html),
• OpenAxel (https://www.mobivoc.org/en/news/2016/joined-biotope-project.html),
• and on the Horizon 2020 Participants Portal (URL
http://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/200391_en.html)
• Also a press release was published from presence in Geneva IoT week:
(http://www.tagitsmart.eu/Press%20release%20IoT-EPI%20IoT%20Week%20Geneva.pdf).
Response to the call in detail
Full call details were published at: (URL http://www.biotope-project.eu/open-call-1). Submissions were made
through F6S online platform.

© 688203 bIoTope Project Partners
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Number of proposals

Funding requested

Proposals received

131

Eligible proposals
Proposals
above
threshold
Selected proposals

19

1,125,400euros

12

860,500 euros

5

378,300 euros

The bIoTope consortium was satisfied with the call responses. The calls were thematically linked to the various
project use cases, and required deep specific contextual knowledge of the domain areas. There were
numerous proposals of generic technologies, but these were not in the scope of the calls, and hence the large
proportion of the proposals were not eligible for funding. Other reasons for the proposers not being eligible,
were origins from outside of Europe and not eligible for the European Commission funding. Suitable candidate
were found for all use cases.
List of selected proposals
Five organizations were selected for the funding. Three of the organizations were selected to support two use
cases in Lyon for technical integration work, namely Sigrenea, Hydrasol and Data Things. Good Planet was
selected for a coordinating role for the Brussels use case, and Parkkisähkö was selected for Helsinki electric
vehicle case.
Organisation

Country

Funding awarded

Good Planet
Parkkisähkö

Belgium
Finland

63,300 euros
150,000 euros

Sigrenea

France

115,000 euros

Hydrasol
Data Things
Total

France

25,000 euros

Luxemburg

25,000 euros
378,300 euros

bIoTope Open Call 2
During the Open Call preparation phase it was realized that due to slight delays in use cases it was not possible
yet to define all requirements for the implementation support and expansion of the use cases. Therefore it
was decided that bIoTope will organize two use cases. This was considered as feasible due to the six month
extension to the project. The bIoTope Open Call 2 will be launched in January 2018, for the the remaining
371,700 euros of the original Open Call budget of 750, 000 euros.
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